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Lesson Calendar 


Early Leaders and Kings of Israel 
13. September 26.—Review: Saul, David, affd Solomon 
Compared, Selection for Reading: Psalm 72. 
The Gospel of the Kingdom (Studies in Matthew) 
1. October 3.—Birth and Childhood of Jesus 


Matthew 1 and 2° 


2. October 10.—Baptism and Temptation of Jesus 
i Matthew 3:1 te 4:11 
3. October 17.—Jesus Begins His Ministry 
Matthew 4 : 12-25 
4. October 24:—What the King Requires .......: Matthew 5 
5. October 31—Hew Down the Corrupt T-ee—World’s 
Temperance Sunday ............+s0e+- Matthew 7 : 13-29 
6. November 7.—Principles of Christian Living 
Matthew 6:1 to 7:12 
7. November 14.~—The Power and Authority of Jesus 
: Matthew 8 aud g 
8. November 21.—The Twelve Sent Forth (May. be used 
with Missionary-Applications) .........+.5+. Matthew 10 
9. November 28.—How Jesus was. Received 
Matthew 11 and 12 
10. December 5.~—The Growth of the Kingdom 
- Matthew 13: 1-43 
11. Deceniber 12—What the Kingdom of Heaven: is 
ME «1s Capkethisetanees css ixdel soni Matthew 13 : 44-58 
12. December 19.—Jesus Feeds the Multitudes..Matthew 14 
Or 


Christmas Lesson—The Birth of Jesus ......... Luke 2 : 8-20 
13. December 26.—Review: The Kingdom of Heaven 
on Earth. Selection for Reading .......... Isaiah. 28 : 1-8 
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OOD advertising is a doorway into a repository 
of needed things. When that door opens at 
your touch by a simple letter of inquiry, or a direct 
order, or & purchase from a locai dealer, the purpose 
of good advertising is realized to your own 

} advantage. 




















Our - Folly 


By Merrill Arthur Yothers 


E FIGHT along in speedless haste ; 
We gain, we lose ;— our gain is waste ; 
We fight in the dark in hope and fear; 
We fight alene — yet Christ is here. 
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When Bishop Butler Despaired 

It is dangerous to assume that evil is too. wide- 
spread for revival to break out. Yet because of the 
inroads of the new, destructive theology in our day, 
some godly men have been tempted to think that apgs- 
tasy was too deep-seated to be interrupted. Our om- 
nipotent God is always greater than any tidal wave of 
unbelief. Some of the Reformers were tempted in 
this way. So was Bishop Butler, the wonderful apol- 
ogist of the Eighteenth Century, and in the adver- 
tisemnent to his laiwen Analogy of Religion, he said: 
“It is come; I know not how, to be taken for granted, 
by many persons, that Christianity is not so much 
as a subject of enquiry, but that it is now, at length, 
discovered to be fictitious. And accordingly they 
treat it, as if, in the present age, this were an agreed 
point among all people of discernment, and nothing 
remained but to set it up as a principal subject of 
mirth and ridicule, as it were by way of reprisals for 
its having so long interrupted the pleasures of 
world.” His contemporary, , Archbisho: Leighton, 
saw in the Church “a fair carcase without spirit.” 





But Bishop Butler’s brilliant argument did much to 
tout “the discomfited hosts of Deism” in his day, and 
it was not very many years before John Wesley and 
Geerge Whitefield began to preach. General Director 
D. Hoste, of the China Inland Mission, pointing 
eut how Jehovah so often swept back deepening 
apostasy in Israel, says there is no reason why we 
may not believe He can do the same thing to-day. 
Are you praying with the Great Commission Prayer 
League and others for revival in the body of Christ? 


a 
Our Lord as a Literalist 


Jesus was a literalist in faterpocting. the Scri 
tures. In his tract, “Premillennial— Why?” Dr. 
William R. a the well-known Scuthern Pres- 
byterian pastor of St. Joseph, Mo., says, “Our Lord 
... in the synagogue of Nazareth opened the book 
of Isaiah at the piace where the prophecy was writ- 
ten, and said, ‘This day is this Scripture “fulfilled in 
your ears.’ He had read Isaiah 61, verse one, and 
the first half of two, but being a literalist in inter- 
retation, he stopped in the middle of a sentence, 
€cause the next clause amd verse were not then 
fulfilled —-namely, “The day of vengeance of our 
God,’ and the ‘comforting of Zion.’” When John 
the Baptist sent a deputation asking, “Art thou he 
that should come? or look we for another?” the Lord 
sent back word, in effect, that his ministry.was liter- 
ally accomplishing the very things prophesied of him. 
No peogeecy has ever been fulfilled that was not 
literally fulfilled. There is of course symbolism in 
God's. Word, but that symbolism always enfolds at 
its heart literal fact. Yes, our Lord was a literalist, 
and should not his example be of weight to us in 
our searching of the Scriptures? 


a * 


His “‘Independent Exegesis” 


To dig a great truth directly from the gold mine 
of the Word itself is a wonderful privilege of the 
Christian.. Have you ever had ‘that experience? It 
may not be a truth new to theology, or to the pul- 
pit, but one perhaps new to you. It is not too 
yauch to” say that it may be entirely new—some 
phase of truth never just seen before as God is 
giving you to see it. Dr. Henry Clay Trumbull 
speaks. enthusiastically of his “first bit of indepen- 
dent exegesis.” It was the result of his study of 
the Third Commandment, emphasizing the truth that 
to “take .. . in vain” the name of Jehévah was 
not so much to speak or write. it profanely as to claim 


: « 


a right to uplift or bear it without doing this in 
sincerity and reverence.” Horace Bushnell thanked 
the then yous Bible student for that interpretation. 
William Law, the mystic of the Eighteenth Century, 
said, “Great, good, and divine teachers, you say, 
were many of the fathers: I say nothing to it, but 
that much more great, good, and divine is He who is 
always teaching within you. ..,. You perhaps may 
ask, Why do I go on writing books myself if there 
is but one true and divine Teacher?) I answer, 
Though there is but one Bridegroom that can fur- 
nish the blessing of the marriage feast, yet his ser- 
vants are sent out to invite the guests. ... All that 
I have written for nearly thirty years has been only 
to show that we have no nfaster but Christ, ner can 
have any living divine knowledge but from his holy 
nature born and revealed in us.” God does speak 
to us through the many gifted Bible teachers to whom 
he has revealed his Word, but he wishes daily to speak 
to us himself. We should not neglect his Book for 
their books. “The anointing which ye received ef 
him abideth in you, and ye need not that any one 
teach you” (1 John 2: 27). 


a 
Walking or Kicking ? 


Service for Christ is intended to be as delight- 
ful as painting a favorite landscape is to the artist 
or rendering his best loved production is to the 
musician. . For Christ has set each one in his Body 
to do the service that he is as naturally fitted te 
do as the eyes. or the ears or the hands are’ fitted 
to perform their function in the natural body. If 
there is strain or languor in the service then the 
member is not functioning right. Either there is 
illness or the member is not doing its appointed task, 
At the close of an illuminating message on “Christ 
in His Bodies” a young minister asked the speaker, 
“Doctor, I don’t suppose it is any of our business, 
but does: the Lord ever tell us whether we are an 
eye or an ear or a hand, and just what it is we are 
fitted for?” “If we are in the place the Lord wants 
us to be,” the preacher answered, “we shall be per- 
forming our function and not concerned to inquife 
as to just what place in the Body we occupy. If 
the foot were conscious that it is a foot, it might 
kick.” When a foot is performing its normal func- 
tion of walking or running there is no consciousness 
of its “footship.” If it is sore, or if it is used for 
kicking, then we become conscious of that foot. Let 
our service be service minus self-consciousness, Then 
will service for Christ pay the biggest dividends, and 
also be the delightful expression of overfloWing life. 


‘Christ and Antichrist: Life and Death 


“Even Satan fashioneth himself into an angel of 

light. It is no great thing therefore if his minis- 

ters also fashion themselves as ministers of right- 

eousness; whose end shall be according to their 
works” (2 Cor. 11:14, 15). 


HEN the atoning and redeeming work of 

yg Christ was finished, through it a new 

ife, a new dynamic was offered to mankind; 
a farce which, if reeeived by all, was all suffi- 
cient to rob Satan of his power over the human race 
and his ownership of this earth. 

Satan, realizing this, himself introduced a_new 
manifestation, a new function, so to speak, of ‘his 
own forces. This function, as we study its work- 
ings in Scripture record and in the history of the 
“Kingdom of the Heavens” also exerts itself to offer 
salvation to the race. Satan declares to man that he 
can be saved from all the results of the Fall that 
have so long degraded him, and that it behooves him 
to work out this salvation. Alt Antichrist propa- 
ganda point to salvation and righteousness, but with- 
out Christ. 

Such teachings. Satan never offered to the world 
until “The Way” had been completely opened for 
God’s righteousness to become man’s and God’s per- 
fect salvation to lift man- into being a sharer of the 
divitie nature. 

The marked feature of the Antichrist righteous- 
ness is that it either ignores, or adds something to, 


the perfect work of Christ. This Antichrist teaching 
offers man a beautiful redeemed life and perfect 
conditions of human. environment, but man mut 
himself bring, or assist, these things to pass, by 
conformity to natural law; by conformity to man’s 
law; by obeying, with his own human obedience, the 
law of God; by using the great discoveries of science, 
which offer to reb the curse of its sting and deliver 
man from the awful conditions of a sin-cursed earth 
and a sin-cursed humanity.. Medical science, socio- 
logical science, governmental science, and every other 
science known to man, are being laid hold of, by the 
power of Antichrist, and forced to make promises to 
man of deliverance from the curse, which God de- 


-elares can never be lifted from this earth, or from 


any individual life, but through the finished and com- 
plete work of Christ Jesus, in his death, burial, and 
refurrection, voluntarily accepted by individuals. 

Not only does Antichrist preach and insist upon 
righteousness and deliverance from the curse by the 
efforts and morality of man, but he seeks, wherever 
it is possible, to use God’s own redeemed children 
to propagate this “other gospel.” The very first mani- 
festation of Antichr’st teaching in the Church is 
found in Acts 15:5, where we find that believers de- 
clared that Gentile Christians could not be saved 
without adding something to the redemptive work 
of Christ. . 

This teaching has never ceased to be given, by some 
saved mien and women, in every period of the Chris- 
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tian era, and thousands of sayed men and women 
are to-day-~béing used by Antichrist to offer some 
form of salvation to the world in which the atoning 
death of Jesus Christ does not-play its full part. 

This statement of believers, in the Church of Jeru- 
salem, “There rose up certain of the sect of the 
Pharisees who believed, saying, It is needful to cir- 
cumcise them,” is the first little grain of the leaven 
of Antichrist, which our Saviour declared would, by 
the end of the age, “leaven the whole lump.” 

It has been increasingly leavening Christians ever 
since. No form of human uplift and reform can be 
found but that Christian men and women are in its 
forefront; offering to the suffering race of may some 
measure of salvation and deliverance which does not 
rest upon, or recognize, the fin‘shed work of Christ. 
* This Antichrist influence finds its way into the 
workings of the Church itself, and leads to the adop- 
tion of plans, methods and machinery which are de- 
pendent upon men and money, rather than upon the 
power of Christ and his Holy Spirit. Multitudes, 
who are on their guard against any gospel which 
leaves Christ out,.or adds to his work, are deluded 
by some specious tefm of religio! activity, which, if 
subjected to the most complete test, will be found 
to involve man, money, and machinery more than 
simple personal obedience to and dependence on the 
power of Christ, in offering salvation to a lost world. 

God foresaw the Church’s failure to obey the sim- 
ple Gospel of Christ, in its remotest conclusion, and 
that she would yield to the entrance of /  ichrist 
teachingeand Antichrist activity. He foresaw that this 


‘leavén would eventually leaven the whole lump. 


Therefore, he did not’ plan for, or expect, the re- 
demption of the world thhaugh the work of the 
Church. He reveals his plan in the Epistles, clearly 
showing that this leaven can only be purged by 
Christ’s personal returnpto slay every manifestation 
of Antichrist and establifh hfs own divine righteous- 
ness upon the earth, 

All who; during this age, have trusted in Christ’s 
finished work as their only and all-sufficient salva- 
tion, and who have thereby been kept from Anti- 
christ’s death-dealing lie, shall be “found of him 
without spot and blameless,” shall be “found” truly 
“in Him,” and, being so found, shall be caught up 
to meet him in the air, leaving the leaven to finish 
its work in the nominal Church, and shall return 
with him, sharing his glory and reigning with him 
in his Kingdom. 

Two _ simple tests, then, Christians can apply to 
every doctrine or form of service which presents it- 
self : 


1, Does it offer any measure of salvation which 
does not rest completely and exclusively upon the 
death, burial, and r.surrection of. Christ! 


2. Does it make me, personally, more ready for 

















Are You Having Victory To-day ? 


“Know ye not that ye are~a temple 
of God, and that the Spirit of God 
dwelleth in you?” (1 Cor. 3: 16). 
































Christ’s immediate return, and does it leave me wholly 
untrammeled by any obligation; with my “loins. girt 


.about and my lamps trimmed and burning”; ready 


- ~ him in the air, if he should call this very 
our? ~ : 

May every Christian who feads these words be 
found “in him,” “without spot and blameless,” and not 
be “ashamed before him at his coming.” 

Having glanced at these salient characteristics of 
the Antichrist spirit let us trace them in Saul. We find 
in Saul man’s substitute of self for God. Self govern- 
ment rather than God government. This accounts 
for the selection of Saul as Israel’s first king. Israel 
had chosen to exchange a theocracy for a self-ocracy, 
and God let them choose a man who would leave 
God out, who would administer affairs as it seemed 
good in his own eyes. A striking illustration of 
this is Saul’s utter indifference to the exiled ark. He 
felt no need for God’s. presence, nor for that which 
God had ordained as the symbol of his presence; so, 
not once did he even remember the ark. In marked 
contrast is David’s eagerness to restore this blessed 
symbol to its proper place, tet his kingdom might 
be founded upon the presence of God. Thus he re- 
stored, as far as in him lay, the theocracy. 

A second point of resemblance is that Saul felt 
himself quite able to assume the priestly office when 
his impatience was atom g to delay the sacrifice 
until Samuel appeared. Saul saw no reason why he 
could not be his own priest, just as Antichrist sees 
no need-of a Daysman. 

Again we find Saul’s utter independence of God 
in his attitude toward Agag and the flocks and herds 
of the enemy. Why destroy anything so valuable? 
Why not use it and consecrate its use by offering a 
portion to God? So, Antichrist in the church to-day 
is seeking to use all the human zeal and energy which 
God has said must die. - 

Not only did Saul intrude upon the priestly office, 
but with equal assurance he sought to brush aside 
the veil which hides the world of spirits and to com- 
municate with Samuel after his death. Thus end- 
ing his reign in a definite turning away from God 
and invoking instead the powers of darkness. So 
Antichrist in the world to-day is threatening soon 
to“engulf the race in the same terrible apostasy. 





How are we to reconcile Isaiah 33:24, “And 
the inhabitant shall not say, I am sick: for the peo- 
ple that dwell therein shali be forgiven their iniquity,” 
with Ezckiel 47:12, “And by the river upon the bank 
ere on this side and on that side, shall grow all 


trees for meat, whose leaf shall not fade, neither shall 
the fruit thereof be consumed: it shail bring forth 
new fruit according to his months, because their waters 
they issued out of the sanctuary: and the fruit thereof 
shall be for meat, and the leaf thereof for medicine,” 
and Revelation 22:2, “In the midst of the street of it, 
and on either side of the river, was there the tree of 
life, which bear twelve manner of fruits, and yielded 
her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were 
for the healing of the nations”?—Colorado Subscriber. 


All these verses are millennial, Ezekiel is describ- 
ing the great earthly metropolis and universal capi- 
tal, Jerusalem. John is describing the heavenly Jeru- 
salem, “The Lamb’s wife,” which shall descend “out 
of heaven from God, having the glory of God” (Rev. 
21:9-11). The contrast between these two cities will 
appear if the passages are studied. The earthly Jeru- 
salem will occupy the site of the present_city, much 
enlarged. The heavenly Jerusalem will occupy space 
as a heavenly body, above the earth and visible ffom 
it, the nations upon the earth walking “in the light of 
it” (Rev. 21: 23, 24). The city in Ezekiel is a shadow 
of the city in the Revelation. “But,” says Mr. F. W. 
Grant, “in Ezekiel all is distinctly earthly, and the 
blessing is not yet full. The waters go down into the 
salt sea and heal it, so that a great multitude of fish 
are in ‘its waters; but there are miry places and 
marshes that are not healed, but given over to salt. 
With both the Old Testament prophet and the New 
we see that-the earth is yet in the millennial, not the 
eternal, condition, for the leaves of the tree are for 
medicine in both alike; there is in both need of heal- 
ing yet.” 

The verse quoted from Isaiah speaks of th¢ earthly 
Jerusalem, which will be free from sickness during 
the millennium, Israel having come into her promised 
blessing. The distinction is between “the people that 


dwell therein” and “the nations.” Thus it shall be 
that in that day the redeemed both of heaven and 
earth become the recipients of the benefits of the 
tree of life,’“in fruit for Israel and leaves for the 
Gentiles, food and healing, respectively,” as Malachi 
Taylor points out. 

a 


If God Would Only Sneak! 


The. problem in my life is this: How may I know 
When I am being tempted? How recognize tempta- 
tion? I-have often been utterly at a loss to discrim- 
inate between the voice of the Lord and the voice of 
the Evil One. I have often been urged by my con- 
science to take a certain course, to do a certain thing, 
only to find later on that I had beén tricked and de- 
ceived into sinning. Satan comes and quotes to us the 
Scripture as he did to the Lord Jesus, but how are we 
to know that it is Satan? How can we know that if we 
refuse to listen, we shall not be disobeying God? Oh, 
if God would only. speak audibly, and tell us just what 
he wants us to do! The responsibility of choosing, of 
deciding, often seems too heavy. And so often when I 
have prayed over a matter and sincerely wanted to do 
God’s will, still I have blundered. Please try to help 
me.—A Mother and Sunday-school Teacher. 


Perhaps the first need of this puzzled one is to 
understand what sin is, in the sight of God. God 
looks riot upon the outward appearafce but upon 
the heart, and while we may make many mistakes or 
many blunders, if our whole purpose and desire 
is to please God and have curselves constantly under 
his control, then we are pleasing God. Let us then 
first of all not seek to settle these problems by 
dealing with many individual temptations, but settle 
first of all the definite problem that we are wholly 
the Lord’s, and have a desire to do only that which 
is well-pleasing unto him. Now this is a very defi- 
nite matter, and is something that we can settle by 
a decision of our will. When this is settled, then 
everything else that we need to settle can be done 
in the same definite way. 

Having once for all committed ourselves to the 
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Lord, and decided that our constant attitude is to 
be controlled by him, it is not possible for us to be 
tricked or deceived into sinning, for in order to 
sin we must definitely assert our own will and, put 
self in front of Christ, for. sinning is the assertion 
of self. We can always know, and we always do 
know, when we are doing something for self and not 
for Christ, for this concerns the motive of the heart, 
and it is thé motive of the heart that God judges. 

In matters of guidance this does not mean that 
we shall be kept from making any mistakes, but it 
does mean that we can be kept blameless before the 
Lord and in a position where our fellowship with 
him is unbroken. Then will it be possible for us 
to waderstand with increasing clearness his voice as 
he speaks to-us through the Bible, through friends, 
through circumstances, and directly by his Spirit. It 
is in these ways that we are to consider proposals that 
come to us, but always before we need to act we 
may become clear that we are acting with the full 
purpose of pleasing the Lord. If nevertheless we are 
making’ a mistake we can confidently expect him 
to overrule and change our plans. 

The problem of this mother and Sunday-school 
teacher will be on the road to a happy solution when 
she just considers who God is. She will burst out 
with thanksgiving for his marvelous love to her and 
his care for her. 

tl 


May a Christian Marry an Unbeliever ? 


Is it against the teachings of the Bible to marry 
some one who is not a Christian? Kindly give pas- 
sages from the Bible confirming your answer to this 
question. Does not the passage in 2 Corinthians 6: 
14-18 give light on this subject?—An Interested Reader. 


“Be not unequally yoked together with unbelievers” 
is a very definite command of God for a Christian 
never to marry an unbeliever. Those who disobey 
this command are likely to regret the step through- 
out a heart-broken life. “Marrying a man to-save 
him” succeeds only in the rarest caseS, if ever. But 
the marriage of a Christian with an unbeliever usually 
results in dragging down the Christian member of 
the marriage contract into a life of indifference and 


neglect of God, his Word, his house, and his ser- ‘ 


vice. Dr. Arthur T. Pierson, in his: long life of 
rich experience and observation, said that he had 
noticed carefully a iarge number of these God-for- 
bidden marriages, and~in only one or two cases 
could he say that such a marriage contract had not 
resulted in grave disaster. 

Even if the life of the Christian member im the 
union-is not wrecked, what is the result? The pas- 
sage quoted suggests it- “What fellowship hath 
righteousness with unrighteousness? And what com- 
munion hath light with darkness?” The Christian 
and the non-Christian are now joined together in a 
bond that makes them one flesh, in the closest rela- 
tionship of any on earth, yet they are a thousand 
miles separated. They have no fellowship together. 
The Christian member of such a family is utterly 
lonely, and separated from that-which he craves more 
than anything else, communion and concord. 

We have come to have a contempt for the word 
“soul-mate,” because it is so often used in connection 
with Bible-forbidden divorce, but in a real sense God 
wishes every wife to bea real soul-mate for the Chris- 
tian husband and’ every husband to be one for the 
Christian wife. A young Christian may think that 
it will be a life-long tragedy if he does not marry 
the woman of beautiful face and winsome manners 
with whom he has fallen in love, but more than 
physical attractiveness is to be considered in mar- 
riage. God would have marriage to be a union of 
the soul and the spirit of the man and the woman, 
as well as a union of hand and heart. In the New 


Testament marriage is contemplated as to be con-. 


tracted only “in the Lord” (1 Cor. 7 38)... 
Marriage that is not thus “in the Lord” is like the 
ploughing together of two: ill-paired beasts, like an 
ox and an ass (Deut. 22:10). God is ng as ready 
to-day to help a Christian husband find a Christian 
wife, as he was to guide Isaac to find Rebekah (Gen. 
24). It was only when Abraham obeyed God in separa- 
tion that God was able to bless him and —— 
him all the nations (Gen, 12:1). Israel must be 
separated from Egypt (Exod. 6:6). Israel in the 


wilderness wanderings had to be separated from , 


Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, rebels in the camp, lest 
the whole congregation be destroyed - with those 
wicked men (Num. 16: 20-24). A passage very much 
to the point is Ezra 9: 10-12 where intermarriage of 
Israelites with surrounding heathen was forbidden 
in order “that ye may be strong”; and in the tenth 
chapter of Ezra there is given a long list of Israel- 
ites who were compelled to give up heathen wives in 
order to prevent confusion in Israel. To marry an 
unsaved husband or wife is to act as if a Christian 
is still “of the world” (John 15:19), and is to love 
one of the world more than the redeeming Lord. 
“Be not conformed to this world: but be ye trans- 
formed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may 
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect 
will of God” (Rom..12:2). It can never be “the 
good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God” for 
a. Christian to marry at unbeliever. 















































} 








EA: ere 


Gi HRs oc 5 cet OES EES SE NEE sce EPS 3. 


re ‘ 









\ 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





How to Study the Gospel 








5 A preview of the International Sunday School Lessons for six months 


By W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 








of Matthew _ 


j 








day School Lessons for six months, from Octo- 

ber, 1920, to March, 1921, are to be taken from 
Matthew, and will practically cover that Gospel, af- 
fords a suitable occasion to study the character and 
contents of what Renan once described‘as “the most 
important book which has ever been written.” 


I. What is the Gospel? ‘ 

The word “Gospel” is never found in the New 
Testament with reference to a book, but always and 
only to “good news,” and when we speak of the 
Gospel of Matthew we ought to understand the good 
news of Jesus Christ récorded by -Matthew. his 
is seen from the first verse of Mark’s Gospel, which 
speaks. of “the beginning of the gospel of Jesus 

hrist, the Son of God.” Thus there is in reality 
only one Gospel, and four presentations of it, and 
this is the reason why the title of the American 
Standard Version reads “the Gospel,” and then 
s-heads each Gospel “according to” the particular evan- 
gelist. They give four pictures of the one Christ, 
and their we lies in their separate though connected 
testimony ‘to him. Whatever therefore may be the 
relations between them, each should be studied alone, 
first of all, in order that its impressions may be 
received. 

And yet, while we remember that the Gospel means 
“good news” we shall doubtless go on referring to 
these records as “Gospels,” because they give the 
account in written form of that story of the life 
of Jesus Christ on earth which forms the founda- 
tion of the “good news” we call “Christianity.” 


Il. Why Four Gospels? 


One of the most valuable books of the present 
generation (which is, unfortunately, out of print) 
is entitled “Why Four Gospels?” written by the late 
D. S. Gregory. To this helpful exhibition of the 
best answer to the inquiry of. the title, the present 
paper is greatly indebted. The book raises the ques- 


Tew fact that the International Uniform Sun- 


tion why we need have had four Gospels instead of 
one, and it provides what it considers the proper an- 
swer. It is interesting and profitable to read each 


Gospel for its presentation of Christ, and then it 
will be seen that while there is much that is identical 
in all of them (but especially in the first three) there 
is also much that is different in each; these differences 
give rise to the idea that the Gospels are four pic- 
tures of the one Lord Jesus Christ. 

Some writers speak of the “Cherubic Symbolism” 
of the Gospels. ‘This may not convey much, if any, 
meaning to ordinary readers, but in reality it sug- 
gests a great deal, for as early as the second century 
writers saw, or fancied they saw, a likeness betweep 
the Four Gospels and the symbols of the cherubic 
visions of Ezekiel-and Revelation. The best way of 


~ stating this is to associate Matthew with the lion; 


Mark with the ox; Luke with the man; and John 
with the eagle (Rev. 4:7). This was interpreted to 
meant that Matthew. depicted Christ as the Jewish 
Messiah, the Lion of the Tribe of Judah; Mark 
as the Servant, symbolized by the beast of burden, 
the ox; Luke as the Son of Man, symbolized by 
the man; and John as the Son of God, symbolized 
by the eagle. There is sufficient in these suggestions 
to indicate the essential differences of the Gospels, 
and the early date of this idea shows that already 


the Christian Church was occupied with the relations 


between the Gospels. : 

Another way of putting these differences is to as- 
sociate them with the four, and only four, passages 
in the Old Testament where the Messiah is spoken 
of as “the Branch.” Thus Matthew, the Jewish Gos- 
pel, corresponds with the prophecy, “I will raise unte 

avid a righteous Branch” (Jer. 23:5; 33:15). Mark, 
the Gospel of Service, agrees with the description, 
“my servant the Branch” (Zech. 3:8). Luke, who 
delineates Christ as the True Man, illustrates the 
words, “the man whose name is the Branch” (Zech. 
6:12). John, who is mainly concerned for the di- 
vine person and work of Christ, is rightly associated 
with the words, “the Branch of Jehovah” (Isa. 4: 2). 
Here, again, while the thought is of course incapable 
of being used of any primary interpretation of the 
Four Gospels the spiritual application is decidedly 
interesting and true. To the same effect are four 
passages from the Old Testament commencing, with 
the word “behold.” “Behold, thy king” (Zech, 9:9) 
represents Matthew; “Behold, my servant” (Isa. 42: 
1) indicates Mark; “Behold, the man” (Zech. 6: 2) 
suggests Luke; and “Behold, your God” (Isa. 40:9 
corresponds with John. 





This article, which all members and teachers of Sun- 
day-school classes will find invaluable for study and ref- 
erence during the six months’ course of International 


Lessons in Matthew, may be had at 40 cents a dozen; 
$3 a hundred, or 4 cents each from The Sunday Schoo! 
Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


“The kingdom of heaven is a term that occurs 
in the New Testament only in St. Matthew’s Gos- 
pel, and is used there thirty-two times, but always 
in the plural — ‘the heaveng’ — in the Greek. On 
any theory of divine inspiration . . . the fact that 
he [Matthew] specifically uses a term peculiar to 
himself involves the necessary presumption that 
it has a special and peculiar meaning, a meaning 
that differentiates it from all other phrases, though 
they be more or less allied and accordant.” This 
is a paragraph from “The Kingdom of God, the 
Kingdom of Heaven, the Church: a Biblical Study 
Defining and Dis ishi ” by Dr. William 
H. Bates (The P lelphia School of the Bible, 
1723 Spring Garden Street, Philadelphia, 15 cents). 
Dr. Griffith Thomas’ review of Matthew, on this 
page, will be weleomed by all teachers of the 
International Sunday School Lessons. 








Or, we may think of them as illustrating four re- 
lationships of Christ to us. This would associate 
Matthew with the Prophet, Mark with the Priest, 
Luke with the King, and John with the Son, It has 
also Been suggested that we have in the Gospels 
themséIves four statements of Christ’s purpose in 
coming. Thus Matthew, true to the Jewish idea, 
records, “I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill” 
(5:17); Mark, illustrative of Christ’s work, records, 
“the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, 
but to minister” (10:45); Luke, who is particularly 
concerned with the Gospel of redemption, says that 
Christ is “the Son of man, come to seek and to 
save” (19:10); John appropriately associates Christ 
with his Father and says, “I am come in my Father’s 
name” (5:43). ~ This is of course only generally 
true, and must not be thought to rule out other as- 
pects and features of Christ’s life in the particular 
Gospels. One writer, Dr. H. G. Weston, says that 
we may think of the Gospels as providing for our 
deepest spiritual needs: Matthew speaks of right- 
eousness, Mark of sanctification, Luke of redemption, 
and Jolt of life. 

Or, we may think of the peoples for whom the 
Gospels seem to have been originally intended. Mat- 
thew is quite evidently directed to the Jews; Mark 
has many points of contact with the Romans; Luke 
is essentially suited to the Greeks; John is applicable 
to all, though especially to believers. Dr. Gregory 
thinks that this is the best way of explaining the 
differences, especially because the Four Gospels are 
thus seen to be representative of all mankind at that 
time, and therefore suitable for universal use to- 


day. 

Dacsover may be said of the particular character 
and purpose of each Gospel, they are all built on the 
same general plan, consisting of an introduction, the 
ministry, and a conclusion. Doce few dates are given, 
but definite turning-points are indicated in the course 
of the story. It is customary to separate the first 
three from the fourth, and speak of them as the 
“Synoptic Gospels,” because they can be “viewed 
together” syn-opta) as giving a virtually identical 
picture of Christ's life a work. But it is far truer 
to keep all four Gospels together as representing four 
aspects of the life of Christ. From time to time 
efforts have been made to harmonize the Gospels into 
one whole, but it must be confessed that none of 
these attempts has proved satisfactory. Indeed it 
may be said, without much question, that a real har- 
mony is impossible because each Gospel has its own 
characteristic features, which cannot be blended with 
the others. It has been well pointed out that while 
there are differences between the Gospels there is no 
real disagreement, because each man. was led by the 
Holy Spirit to- present a special picture of our Lord 
and Saviour. 


Ill. The General Features of Matthew 


1. The writer is quite evidently a Jew, and of 
course a Christian (9:9, 10; 10:3), and from the 
earliest days the author has been regarded as Mat- 
thew (or Levi) the publican, one of the Twelve 
Apostles. Early in the secqgnd century a writer said, 
“Matthew composed the oracles of God in the He- 
brew tongue.” Others said the same, and this be- 
came a tradition as definite as anything we possess, 
and yet our Gospel is in no sense a translation, but 
an original production in Greek. The solution of 
the problem is either that the word “oracles” refers 
to the discourses or the teaching of Christ which we 
now find incorporated (and so prominent) in our 
present Matthew, or else that Matthew wrote poth 
in Hebrew and Greek. There does not seem to be 
any real reason to doubt the possibility of the last 
suggestion. ; : 


2. The destination of this Gospel was clearly for 
Jews and Jewish Christians. A knowledge of the 








Old Testament is assumed and very many quotations 
are given. Indeed, there are about sixty quotations, 
te say nothing.of allusions, which means that there 
are more direct quotations than in Mark and Luke 
combined. It has often been pointed out that if a 
reader came to Matthew full of the Old Testament 
it would be easily understood because its substance is 
so clearly Jewish, and we know that Christ is never 
called King in relation to the Church, but only in 
reference to the Jews (Matt. 10:4, 5; 15:24; Rom. 
15:8), and the world. 

_ 3. Thé purpose of the Gospel is a matter of great 
importance. It is, as are the others, in narrative 
form and is largely biographical, but all through it 
there is a definite perposs, s sort of argument in 


narrative form. This, it s been suggested, dis- 
played the great wisdom and tact of the writer in not 
alienating Jews who might read the story. At the 


very outset, Jesus Christ is associated with the Jew- 
ish nation as represented by David and Abraham 
(1: 1). Another keynote of the Gospel is the word 
“fulfilled” (1:22), which points te the Old Testa- 
ment as having predicted, the coming of the Messiah. 
Then, too, the way in which Christ is spoken of as 
King, even during his infancy (2:2) is another fea- 
ture that indicates the purpose of the Gospel, which 
is to declare the Kingship and the Kingdom of Christ. 
The genealogy gives the royal succession; the mes- 
sage of the Baptist and of Christ was “the Kingdom 
of Heaven is at hand”; and all the parables except 
three refer to “the Kingdom of Heaven,” a phrase 
which is found over thirty times. 

Yet another aspect of the purpose of the Gospel is 
the constant reference to opposition to Christ and te 
his rejection by the people. This note is struck very 
early (2:7, 13), and the hostility deepens stage 
by stage, until after the revelation of it in chapters 
1r and 12 there is a definite change of method by 
Christ on this account in chapter 13, after which the 
Opposition becomes deeper, stronger and more in- 
tense until it culminates in the cross. This rejection 
of Christ by the Jews naturally suggests the trans- 
ference of the Kingdom to the Gentiles, and although 
this is essentially a Jewish Gospel, yet from the out- 
set, as suggested by the visit of the Wise-men, there 
are allusions to other nations, which may be said 
to prepare for the solemn transfer of the privileges 
of Kingdom to the Gentiles. The summary of 
our Lord’s ministry sounds this note (4:16); the 
announcement of the transference is made (21: 43); 
and the Gospel ends with the commission to the Jew- 
ish disciples to proclaim the truth among all na- 
tions (28:19). Special attention should also be 
given to the way in which Christ’s teaching is em- 
phasized in Matthew. There are five great sections 
of instruction, each ending with a similar phrase 
(7:28; 11:1; 13:53; 19:1; 26:1). These are all 
concerned with the aspects of the Kingdom: (1) 
Its principles (5-7); (2) its propagation (10) ; 3) 
its progress (13); (4) its problems (18); (5) its 
prospects (24 and 25). . 

4. The plan of the Gospel, when carefully studied, 
shows that Matthew’s idea was not to set forth a 
chronological account of Christ’s ministry, but te 
blend events and teachings which set forth his claims 
as the Messiah in fulfilment of prophecy. When 
this is seen, the plan of the Gospel becomes luminous 
with suggestion. In general, the material is divided 
by a phrase, found in 4:17 and 16:21, which sep- 
arates between the ministry and the death of Christ. 
Then it is possible to proceed to a detailed considera- 
tion of the contents, along these lines and in har- 
mony with the general purpose. 


Part I. The Person of the King. 1:1 to 2: 23. 
1. His royal descent (1: 1-17) —the genealogy. 
2. His divine origin (1: 23-25) —the birth. 
3. Early circumstances (2: 1-23) —the infancy. 


Part II. The Preparation for the King. 3:1 to 4: 16. 
1. The forerunner (3: 1-12) —the Baptist. 
2. The consecration (3: 13-17) —the Baptism. 
3. The testing (4: 1-11) —the Temptation. 

Then follows an appendix (vs. 12-16) introductory 
to the next section, and yet summarizing the entire 
ministry. 

N. B.—Dr. G. Campbell Morgan analyzes the above 
material under “the Person of the King” in this sug- 
gestive way: 

tr. His relation to earth (1:1 to 3:12). 
2. His relation to heaven (3: 13-17). 
3. His relation to hell (4: 1-11). 

Part III. The Presentation of the King. 4:17 to 
16: 20. 

In this will be found the record of the Galilean 


ministry, with no reference at all to the forthcoming 
death. 
















* 
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1. Typical words and works (4:12 to 9:34). 
(1) Discourses (chaps. 5-7). 
(2) Deeds (chaps. 8:1 to 9:34). 
2. The mission of the Twelve (9:35 to 10: 42). 
3. The rise of opposition (chaps, 11 and 12). 
4. The change of teaching (chap. 13). 
5. Further work (chap. 14). 
6. Renewal of opposition and culmination of 
ministry (15:1 to 16:20). ’ 
Part IV. The Passion of the King. 16:21 to 27: 66. 


1. The first announcement of the Cross, and its 
results (16:21 to 718), 

2. The training of the Twelve (17:22 to 18: 35). 

3. Phases of teaching and work (19: 1-22). 

4. Further training of the Twelve (19:23 to 
20: 28) 

5. Last offer to the nation (20:29 to 21:17). 

6. The conflict (21:18 to 23: 39). 

7. The preparation of disciples (24:1 to 25: 46). 

8, The passion accomplished (26:1 to 27:66). 


Part V. The Power of the King. 28: 1-20. 


1. The resurrettion (vs. I-10). 
2. The plot of the foes (vs, 11-15). 
3. The commission to disciples (vs. 16-20). 


IV. The Special Feature in Matthew 


It is remarked by several writers that the divine 
purpose in this Gospel is to set forth our Lord as 
Jehovah’s King, and it is for this reason that- the 
material in the Gospel is selected and arranged in 
its present form. he Companion Bible points out 
that compared with Mark and Luke, Matthew has 
no less than thirty-one sections peculiar to his Gos- 
pel, and that all bear more or less on the King and 
the Kingdom. Dr. Scofield, in a valuable booklet 
which all should read, “The Dispensational Place of 
the Synoptical Gospels” ur Hope Office, 456 Fourth 
Avenue, New York, § cts.), says that the word “dis- 
pensational’ means that the Scriptures divide time 
into distinct periods called dispensations, each of which 
has its own peculiar character in respect of God’s 
attitude to man. While he speaks of the “Synoptic 
Gospels,” it would be still more accurate to refer to 
all four Gospels as indicative of the same dispensa- 
tional idea. But limiting ourselves to Matthew, it 
will be seen that the Gospels (to quote Dr. Scofield) 
are “intermediate between the dispensations of law 
and grace and partake of the particular character of 
each, but with the legal influence vastly predominant.” 
This can readily be seen all through Matthew’s Gos- 
pel (2:2; 5:17; 19:5; 15:24). Thus the Kingdom 
appears in Matthew in three forms: 

1. At first it was preached by John the Baptist, 
our Lord, and the Twelve as “at hand,” and there is 
no doubt that the Jewish hearers would know, with- 
out any need of explanation, that the reference was 
to the promise to David (2 Sam. 7: a ad and to 
the well-known predictions of the ingdom all 
through the Prophets. 

2. Then came the Kingdom in its mysteries. The 
Jews would not receive the Lord as the Messiah, 
and so the Kingdom predicted by the prophets had 
to be postponéd. Meanwhile the disciples were in- 
structed in regard to certain aspects of the Kingdom 
not previously made known in the Old Testament 
(Matt. 13:17), and these would fill up the interval 
between the rejection of the Kingdom and its official 


* ‘setting up according to the prophetic word. These 


“mysteries” reveal the fact of a blend of good and 
evil all through the present age (13:37, 39). 

3. Then the Kingdom is shown once again, in its 
future glory, and towards the close of Matthew Christ 
prophesies his coming in power to set up the King- 


dom which the prophets had foretold (24, 25). It is: 


this thought of the Kingdom which distinguishes Mat- 
thew from the other Gospels, and it is not too much 
to say, with Mr. Gaebelein, that only when this thought 
of dispensational truth is emphasized is it possible 
to understand Matthew. The references to the King, 
to the Kingdom, to the Jewish rejection of him, to 
the transference of the Kingdom to the Gentiles, 
to the “mysteries” of the Kingdom, to the Church 
as ‘something still future (16:13-18; 18: 15-17), 
and to the discourses ‘on Olivet (24),—all need 
to be kept in view and thorouahiy studied point 
by point if the teaching of this Gospel is to be 
properly appreciated. 

V. Books for Study 

It is only possible to make a very limited selection 
from the many works (of all phases) available for 
students. 

1. Exegetical Commentaries. A technical work in- 
tended for Greek students and dealing very wager 
with purely critical matters, is the volume on Mat- 
thew in the International Critical Commentary, by 
W. C. Allen (Chas. Scribner’s Sons, New York, $3.25). 
Another commentary much more generally useful 
and truly helpful, full of good things, though fre- 
quently too free in regard to questions of inspiration, 
is “The Gospel According to Matthew,” by Dr. Plum- 
mer (Scribners, $3).. An older English commentary, 
vty elaborate but exceedingly useful, is “The Gos- 
pel According to Matthew,” by Morison (Hodder and 
Stoughton, London). A smaller work is the vol- 
ume in the series “Cambridge Bible for Schools” 
(Geo. P. Putnam’s Sons, New York, 80 cts.). Per- 
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bape the best commentary for general use is the 
volume on Matthew by Dr. Broadus (American Bap- 
tist Publication Society, Philadelphia, $2.25). 


2. Homiletic Commentaries. MacLaren in his “Ex- 
ae gg of Scripture” (Geo. H. Doran Co., New 
ork, 17 vols. $35 a set), has three volumeg on 
Matthew. Dr. Parker deals with Matthew in three 
volumes, in his “Inner Life of Christ,” which is re- 
produced in summary in “The People’s Bible” 
(Funk and Wagnalls, New York, $1.50 a vol.). 
The “Pulpit Commentary” on Matthew covers 
two volumes (Funk and Wagnalls, 51 vols., $2 a 
vol.; sold only in sets). 


3. Special Studies. _Among the general. works 
which deserve careful®attention are “Exposition of 
Matthew,” by Gaebelein (Our Hope Office, 456 Fourth 
Avenue, New York, $r50); “Matthew, the Genesis 
of the New Testament,” by Dr. H. G. Weston (Amer- 
ican Baptist Publication Society, Philadelphia, 50 
cts.); “Simple Studies in Matthew,” by Pettingill 
(Philadelphia, School of the Bible, $1, cloth; 50 cts. 
paper) ; the volume on Matthew in the “Analyzed 

ible,” by Dr. G. Campbell Morgan (Revell, $1.25). 
Three ay be volumes on the Sermon on the Mount 
are “The Blessed Life as Revealed in the Beatitudes,” 
by Ainsworth (Revell, $1); “The King’s Way,” by 

arrington C, Lees; and “Illustrations from the Be- 
atitudes,” by Sadie Eastwood (The Sunday School 
Times Co., 75 cts.). 


4. Life of Christ, The best available are by Eder- 
sheim (Longmans, Green and Co., New York, $3.50), 
and Andrews (Scribners, New York, $3). As a 
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hand-béok for thorough and detailed study, Vollmer’s 
“Modern. Student’s Life of Christ” is invaluable 
(Revell, $1.25, net.) 


Fe Dictionaries, The most satisfactory one-volume 
Bible Dictionary is the Bible dictionary edited by 
Davis (Westminster Press,~ Philadelphia, $3). - 

6. Harmonies, The best with the full text is “A 
Harmony of the Gospels,” by Stevens and Burton 
(Scribners, as > For Greek students, “The 
Harmony,’ Dr. ward Robinsén (Houghton 
Mifflin Co., Boston, $2.25). Without the text the 
outline “Harmony of the Gospels,” by Dr. Riddle 
(The Sunday School Times Co., 15 cts. and 35 cts.), 
and “Historical Charts of the Life and Ministry of 
Christ,” with outline harmony, by Croscup (The Sun- 
day School Times.Co., $1) will be found helpful-and 
illuminating. Those who are interested in endeavor- 
ing to form_a continuous story of the Gospels, to- 
gether with the entire text in a parallel harmony, can 
obtain it in “A Gospel Monogram,” by Herschel 
(E. S. Gorham, 11 West Forty-Fifth Street,. New 
York, $2). ; 

7. Geography. Only one book will be needed, “The 
Students’ Hi 
by. W. W. Smith (The Sunday Schéol Times, $1.50). 
A useful pocket chart is Arnold’s Chart_of Christ’s 
Journeyings (The Sunday School Times Co., 25 cts.). 

N. B—Some seageetivg material for the study of 
the Gospels will be found in Part V of the “Compan- 
ion Bible” (Oxford University Press, New York, 
$2.25). - 
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The Way Our School Prepared for Rally Day 


Is your school using any of these methods for its opening 
of the fall campaign? 








Sunday-school of Trenton was the most success- 
ful and the most enthusiastic of all rally sessions. 

The plan for the rally was originated by the super- 
intendent of the school, who spent much time and 
thought on the working out of the plan. The four 
September Sundays were marked by events that led 
up to the climax, Rally Sunday. But it was not 
until the first Sunday in October that the superin- 
tendent announced to the school that through the 
mail that week each mefttber would receiv@ ‘a’ panel 
which would help to build “Nine Gates Into the 
Kingdom.” This statement aroused the curiosity 
of the members of the school, both old and young. 

On the Friday before Rally Day an envelope con- 
taining a gate panel was mailed to each member of 
the schdoly On the front of the envelope at the top 
were the words, “Here’s your panel for Rally Day.” 
At the bottom were the words, “Third Presbyterian 
Sunday-school.” On the back of the envelope wer: 
the words, “Nine Gates Into the Kingdom,” and a 
picture of_the gates beneath, 

The posts to hold the nine gates were placed on 
the platform before Rally Sunday. These posts were 
graduated in size in accordance with the size of the 

ates. Each gate represented a department in the 

unday-school, As a member entered his department 
he handed his panel to the superintendent and the 
panel was nailed on the gate. t two-thirty o’clock, 
when the gates were completed and more than seven 
hundred members had assembled, the roll of the de- 
partments was called, and in response to the call of 
each, two members, one carrying the gate and the 
other carrying the name of the department went for- 
ward to the platform. The member carrying the 
gate placed it in its proper position, and the other 
placed the name. As they were leaving they re- 
peated in concert an appropriate verse of Scripture. 
—Catherine Furman, Trenton, N, J 


Every Family at the Rally Day Service 


HE Sunday-school to do its best work should 
have the co-operation of the entire church mem- 
bership and community. 

With this thought in mind we began to prepare 
for the annual Rally about seven weeks before 
Rally Day. The slogan, “Every member of every 
family at the Rally Day service” was suggested and 
adopted, and this slogan fermed the basis of our 
scheme, and around it our program was reared. We 
at once began preaching our slogan; from pulpit and 
platform it was sounded forth, and it took hold upon 
our school and upon our church until it became a 
household word in the homes of our people. 

Our school has its five departments, Beginners, 
Primary, Junior, Intermediate, and Senior. ‘The 
teachers met in conference and they in turn met 
with their classes to organize for the campaign. ‘Fhe 
reward was to be a treat (a social evening in most 
cases) to the class in each department securing the 
highest number. of credits. The contest proper com- 
menced about five- weeks before Rally Day, and 
credits. were awarded the different classes on the 


Resende Day in the Third Presbyterian Church 
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following basis: Each member present, 10 points; 
banner class (all members present), 20 points; new 
scholar secured, 20 points, and on Rally Day, in ad- 
dition to the above, 50 points were given to each 
member of a class who represented a family of which 
every member was present. 

It was necessary, of course, to work out results 
on a percentage basis in order that all classes, small 
and large, should have equal opportunity of winning. 
The -results were tabulated each Sunday, and re- 
_ported by: the secretary, thus creating a keen, friendly 
rivalry. The plan took hold of our people, scholars 
became enthusiastic, outsiders became interested, and 
we were rewarded by seeing our membership grow- 
ing, our attendance increasing, and on Rally Day 
many of our families were represented by every 
member of the household.—J. E. Crawford, Superin- 
tendent Wesley Sunday-sehool, Ontario, Canada. 


we 


Prayer Effective for Rallying 


“Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, 
saith the Lord”—that is the way in which 
we succeed for Christ. With but one purpose, and 
that his glory and the bringing of men into his king- 
dom, we bend every faculty to honor God. And “he 
giveth the victory.’ 

In the first place, we believe in organization. A 
well-regulated, well-governed school is our aim. For 
this purpose we employ the graded system of classes 
with men teachers for men and women for women. 
We organize our classes into working units and at 
the same time develop leaders for the larger work 
of the school. We encourage a friendly competition 
among these organized classes and we obtain un- 
usual results. Competition is an incentive to effi- 
ciency, an inducement to strive for the highest pos- 
sible mark in collection, attendance, and best of all, 
in consecration. And as a final step in organization 
we have an orchestra which opens our school on time, 
which gives zest to our singing, and which fills every 
soul present with a warm glow of. enthusiasm. 

Furthermore, to be well organized, we must have 
equipment. For our graded system of teaching we 
have graded literature; for our organized -classes, 
individual classrooms; for _efficiency in teaching, a 
teacher-training class. From this class our super- 
intendent may at any time call for substitute teachers. 
Thus we are always well-equipped: a place to put 
the pupil, material with which to teach him, and an 
instructor ready and willing to do the work always 
at hand. 

And here we teach the Word. We emphasize a 
spirit of giving. By precept and example the young- 
est child in the kindergarten is taught that “it is 
more blessed to give than to receive.” As a re- 
sult we gave on Rally Day for foreign missions $405, 
with 194 members present. Surely the Holy Spirit 
is working among us when the hearts of the people 
are so touched. : 

But beyond any system of organization, outweigh- 
ing any material equipment however complete, stands 


( Continued on page 499) 


istorical Geography of the Holy Land,” ~ 
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LESSON 13. SEPT. 26. REVIEW: 


Read Psalm 72 


\ 
SAUL, DAVID AND SOLOMON COMPARED 


a Golden Text.—Man looketh on the outward appearance, but Jehovah looketh on the heart.—1 Sam. 16:7 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Howard A. Benks 


Getting Started in Class . 
AVID towers highest of all three kings whose 
D lives we are reviewing. It is possible that 
he sinned, more deeply than either Saul or 
Solomon, and yet he is the man after God’s own heart. 
It seems probable that Saul, sinning away his day 
of grace, and ending as a suicide, was lost, while 
Solomon beginning to neglect the God whom he at 
first so wonderfully acknowledged, ended his career 
in such a cloud that we are constantly askfhg, Was 
Solomon saved? All three of these kings were chas- 
tened of Jehovah, but David learned the lesson of 
his suffering, and perhaps that is the secret of his 
rei life and far-reaching influence (Heb. 12: 
LE). > 
Alchemists used to gaze at the metal in the crucible 
until they could seé their ewn faces reflected in it, 
and then_they put out the fire It took a hot fire to 


- melt away the dross from David’s heart, but Jehovah 


saw himself reflected eventually in that man who 
could write the Twenty-third and the Fifty-first 
Psalms. Do-.we appreciate the privilege of suffering? 
(Col. 1:24; 2 Cor. 1:5.) 


Our Background Material 


There are Bible teachers who find in Old Testa- 
ment ‘characters types of the Antichrist who comes 
to the sway of universal empire for a brief period 
before the coming of our rd himself to reign 
upon the earth. Saul has been taken to be a fore- 
shadower of the Antichrist, and the leading editorial 
in this issue of The Sunday School Times, entitled, 
“Christ and Antichrist: Life and Death,” brings out 
the point in which that wilful king of Israel may be a 
prototype of the Man of Sin. 

No one man of Old Testament history could suffi- 
cently shadow forth the attributes and character of 
the King of kings and Lord of lords. In Adam, 
Isaac, Joseph, and other Old Testament characters we 
find various phases of our Lord’s life and work pre- 
figured, but David and Solomon together speak of 
Christ as King— David reminding us of Christ in 
his humiliation, coming to his own when his own 
received him not, with that title over the cross, frue, 
but unbelieved by the world, “This is Jesus the King 
of the Jews.” Solomon’s glorious reign, when the 
borders of Israel were extended as never before, 
and with rulers from the utmost corners of the earth, 
like the Queen of Sheba, seeking him out to lgarn 
divine va&sdom through him, is an Old Testament 
miniature of that glorious age to come when Christ 
fulfils the promise of the angel Gabriel to Mary about 
her son, “He shall have the throne of his father 
David.” 

Even the earth itself will share in the glory of 
the golden age. It is a beautiful world now. But 
too often it is distance that lends enchantment to 
the view, and in many places the earth is scarred 
with ugly seams, and its fertile lands are separated 
by dreadful deserts that tax even the capacity of 
the enduring camel to carry men across. The note 
of sorrow is loudest in nature as in humanity; we 
hear it in the sighing of the wind in the pine forest, 
in the cry of the dove to its mate, and in the lowing 
of the cattle on the hills. “The whole creation groan- 
eth and travaileth in pain together until now. ... 
waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of 
our body” (Rom. 8: 22, 23; Illustration Round-Table, 


The Lesson Itself bey 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain pecagraghe in those articles will help ia 
quickly locating the references. 

Contrasts ,in the careers and characters of David 
and Solemon are pointed out by Dr. Ellis. Perhaps 
Solomon trusted tao much in his own great wisdom, 
even though that was a gift from God, but David 
learned the secret, “He will deliver the needy when 
he crieth” (v. 12; Illustration Round-Table, 1). 

The lesson helps this week offer a variety of ex- 
cellent plans for teaching the lesson. A review by 
Subjects and a review by Topics are the alternate 
suggestions of Dr. Griffith Thomas, and his outline 
for the use of either plan is most valuable. 

Dr. Smellie’s treatment is another fine review plan, 
and he well says that in order properly to analyze these 
three kings we must dethrone them, so to speak, and 
see in them just men of like passions with ourselves. 
This done, he finds first a man “who keeps his kfe 
in his own hands”; second; a man @who yields his 
life into God’s hands”; and third, “a man who after 
yutting his life into God’s hands takes it back inte 

is own.” That religion was merely the circumfer- 
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ence and not the center of Saul’s life is pointed out 
by Dr. Smellie (1), and in this Dr, Thomas agrees 
with him, as is evident from his first point in his 
“Review by Topics.” That religion was the center 
and not the circumference of David's life is brought 
out by Dr. Smellie, who throws a lead into the won- 
derful depths of David's repentance, considering the 
startling fact that “in certain directions David fell.to 
a much lower depth than Saul ever did” (Dr. Smellie, 
2, and preceding paragraph). But a needed word of 
caution is added by Dr. Smellie (3), and should be 
emphasized by the teacher: “We may perceive the 
loathsomeness of sin, and still be preserved from its 
hideous defilement by the restraining and constrain- 
ing grace of Christ, 

Another emiriently practical review plan, one that 
makes the class think, is given by Mrs. Askew (1). 
It is pointed out by her (2) that Solomon appar- 
ently, at least as the world counts, had the best 
chance of all three of these kings to be a ruler who 
would please God because he was a king’s son and 


_reared in a palace. It is also emphasized by her (3) 


that Solemon failed sadly to live up to his own ideals, 
and why. 

A rather unusual kind of a_review is suggested 
by Mr. Howard, a written review under the eye 
of the superintendent, and in this connection a 
very searching question is asked of superintendents. 
How do you answer it for your -Sunday-school? 
Have you the three men in your school who are 
really equipped to read to the school the biographical 
sketches here suggested? 


The Truth that Is Golden 


The people judged by the outward appearance. 
They thought Saul was a typical king because he 
was head and shoulders above kis fellows. And yet 
when the time came to pit a t against a giant, 
Saul never once volunteered to go out into No Man’s, 
Land and face Goliath. He weakly allowed a strip- 
ling to render the service to God that he should have 
rendered and to reap the honors that he should have 
reaped. God looketh on the heart, and he knew all 
the time that the boy from the sheep pasture was 
better able to slay a giant and lead His people than 
the ot ace man. David yielded to, Saul quenched, 
the Spirit of God> (See the Family Worship Depart- 
ment under Thursday’s reading.) A compelling 
comparison of the salient points in the lives of the 
three kings treated of in this review is to be found 
in the Lesson Cartoon. 

Teaching Points 

David was a man after God’s own heart, and Dr. 
Griffith Thomas tells us what the Bible means when 
it speaks of “the hear$,” in his second point under 
the Heart of the Lesson, 

Three typical men are spoken of in the New Tes 
tament, the natural man (1 Cor. 2:14); the carnal 








Lesson Calendar for the Third Quarter 
Early Leaders and Kings of israel 


1. July 4.—David in Camp and Court.1 Samuel 17: 1 to 18:9 
iden Text: 1 Samuel 18: 14 


2. July 11.—Jonathan Befriends David ......... xr Samuel 20 
olden Text: Proverbs 17 : 17 
3 July 18—David Spares Saul’s Life ......... r Samuel 26 


Golden Text: Luke 6 : 27 
4. July 25.-David Succeeds Saul as King 
2 Samuel ‘2: 1-7; g 31-3 
Golden Text: Proverbs 3:5 
gs. August 1.—David Brings the Ark to Jerusalem 
2 Samuel 6: 1-19; Psalm 24 : 7-10 
Golden Text: Psalm 100 :4 
6. August 8—The Kingly Kindness of David * 
2 Samuel 8:15; 9: 2-13 
Golden Text: 2 Samuel 8: 15 
gy. August 15.—The Sins and Sorrows of David 
2 Samuel 12:9, 10; 18 :1-1g 
Golden Text: Galatians 6:7 
8. August 22—A Prayer for Pardon ...... Psalm 51 : 1-17 
Golden Text: Psalm 51:2 
9. August 29.—Beginnings of Solomon’s Reign 
1 Kings 1:13 to 3:15 
Golden Text: Job 28 : 28 
to. September 5.—The Building of the Temple 
1 Kings 5:1 to 8:66 
Golden Text: Isaiah 56:7 
ar. September 12.—The Glory of Solomon’s Reign 
1 Kings 10 : 1-13, 23-25 
Golden Text: Psalm 12:1 
12. September 19.—Evils of Intemperance (Tempenance 
EDROOMD vii cettindy tac ccvsveaiseses Proverbs 23 : 19-21, 29-35 
Golden Text: Proverbs 23 : 21 
tg. Septembe: 26.—Review: Saul, David, and Solomon 
Compared. Selection for Reading: Psalm 72. 
Gotden Text: 1 Samuel 16:7 


man (1 Cor. 3:14); and the spiritual man (John 1: 
3, 5). Do we not see each of these men depicted 
in the three characters we are studying in this les- 
son? Saul representing the natural man; Solomon, 
the carnal man; and David, the spiritual man? 

David rallied from his sins of the flesh by the help 
of God, but Solomon added to these sins that of 
idolatry. 

The Little Jetts make a point that David not only 
collected the material for the building of the temple, 
but that he constructed another building, and they 
tell what that was. - 


Questions for Study and Discussion 
Was Saul lost? 
Was Solomon saved? (Dr. Smellie, #4.) 


.How many Commandments did David break if 
great sin? (“Say, Fellows —” under Suggestion 


Can you answer aH the questions asked by Dr 


.Grifith Thomas and Mr, Howard? 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, A.M., Ph.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Oh «nna Law of Learning and of Teach- 
J. 











HERE are twice as many lessons in the Quarter 

devoted to David as to Solomon, but it may not 
be unprofitable in the Review to trace out a compari- 
son between the two. Both were chosen to the king- 
dom by God himself, and both were opposed in en- 
tering inte the kingdom. Solomon had the advantage 
of being born the son of a king, while David spent 
his youth as a shepherd lad. Broadly speaking, David 
had to battle his way into his God-appointed king- 
dom against the jealousy and the bitter opposition of 
his predecessor, whereas the opposition to Solomon 
melted away when his father had him anointed king 
while David himself still lived. 

There are striking contrasts in the characters of 
the two men. One was a man of war, the very name 
of the other signifies peace ; God seems to have willed 
it-so. Mucheof the blessing that came to Solomon 
came because of the devotion of David his father 
to the Lord. While Solomon had the honor of build- 
ing the temple he seerhs to have done it more as 
filial and oF ps duty than with the fervor which 
moved David when he had it-in his heart to build a 
house to the Lord, a fervor which led him to gather 
untold wealth and material for the building which 
he was not himself permitted to rear to the Lord 
he so devoutly worshiped. If the wisdom ef Solomon 
and the glory of his reign exceeded that of his father, 
certainly the love of David for his Lord and his 
generosity of soul even to his enemies were not sur- 
passed in his son. 

Both alike fell into the sin ofeimpurity, but David's 
repentance was thorough and sincere; he came back 
crying, “Create in me a clean heart, O God;... 
Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not 
thy yr! Spirit from me.” But Solomon added the 
sin of idolatry to his wickedness, and ended the glory 
of his reign under the cloud of God’s anger, crying, 
“Vanity of vanities; all is vanity.” 


Huntinopon, Pa. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 








of Saul, David, and Solomon, several of the 
lessons of last Quarter must be included. for 
completeness, 


A: THE title shows that this is to be a comparison 


I. Review by Subjects 

1. The Reign of Saul (1 Sam. 2:8-31). (1) His 
appointment (chaps. 8-12). Good appearances and a 
promising beginning. (2) His failure (chaps. 13-16). 
Disregard of God’s Law (chap. 13), and disobedi- 
ence of God’s Word (chap. 15). (3) His disaster 
(chaps. 17-31). Opposition to God’s Will and denial 
of God’s Way. 

N. B.—Lessons 1 to 3 of this Quarter come here. 
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‘dealt with because of his sins. 
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2. The Reign of David (2 Sam.). (1) The shep- 
herd; (2) the soldier; (3) the monarch, 

N. B.—Lessons 4 to 8 come here. 

3. The Reign of Solomon (1 Kings 1-11). (1) 
Throne established, unity (Lessons 9 and 11). (2) 
Temple erected, worship (Lesson 10). (3) Kingdom 
weakened, Alliances with foreign nations; syp- 
tian marriage; pressure due to taxation; forgetiul- 
ness of God, 


ll. Review by Topics 

1. Intermediate and Senior: Three Kings and Their 
Attitude Toward Jehovah. 

(1) Saul. An outward loyalty at first, but evidently 
a conscience without proper instruction, and a soul 
unsurrendered to God. His life was really without 
religion from the beginning, for his friends’ surprise 
shows that they had been accustomed to know him 
as very different (1 Sam..9:6; 10:10, 12; 19:24). 

(2) David. Undoubtedly a believer who for many 
years trusted and followed God with loyalty, But 
afterwards he becamé@ a backslider and was severely 
His later life shows 
him to have been restored to God’s favor, though 
the marks of his wrong-doing always remained. 

(3) Solomon. He began well, as his prayer for 


. wisdom shows, but worldliness crept in, and in for- 


getfulness of God his later days suffered an eclipse. 
2. Young People and Adults: Faults and Excel- 
lencies of Saul,David, and Solomon. 
(1) Saul. (a) Unbounded enthusiasm; (b)  un- 
questioned influence; (c) undisciplined will; (d) 
(b) courage; (c) large- 


unrestrained spirit. 

(2) David. (a) Trust; 
heartedness; (d) weakness in yielding to sin. 

(3) Solomon. (a) God Was real; (b) God was ac- 
knowledged; (c) God was neglected; (d) God was 
forgotten. 


Jil. The Heart of the Lesson 

The passages of Scripture should be carefully con- 
sidered. ¢ 

1. Selection for Reading: Psalm 72.. A Psalm writ- 
ten either concerning Solomon or by him. It is 
undoubtedly Messianic, and is still waiting complete 
fulfilment in the future. (1) The prayer, verse 1; 
(2) the prospect, verses 2-17, righteousness, peace, 
and prosperity; (3) the praise, verses 18, 19. 

2. Golden Text: 1 Samuel 16:7. When it says that 
“Jehovah looketh on the heart,” it means in modern 
languagof “personality,” because in Scripture the 
heart is always the center of the moral being, and 
includes the mind, the feelings, and the will. Thus 
we may say (1) God looks on the mind, and ex- 
pects us to think; (2) God looks on the emotions, 
and expects us to trust; '(3) God looks on the will, 
and expects us to obey. All these can be very defi- 
nitely applied ‘to the three kings and to our own 
lives. 


IV. Leading Questions 


Ss 


Lesson 1.—In what respects did David behave him- 
self wisely? 

Lesson 2—What was the chief element in Jona- 
than’s friendship? =, 

Lesson 3.—What was David’s real reason for spar- 

ing Saul? 

Lesson 4.—What was David’s main power as, King? 

Lesson 5.—What was the reason for bringing the 
ark to Jerusalem? 

Lesson 6.—Show from the New Testament the prom- 


inence given to kindness, 


Lesson 7.—How isethe law of cause and effect shown 
in David’s life? 


Lesson 8—What is the best proof of pardon? 

Lesson 9.—Explain the difference between the fear 
of God and the fear of evil. 

Lesson 10.—What was the special value of the 
temple? 

Lesson 11.—What was the main glory of Solomon’s 
life and reign? 

Lesson 12—What is the teaching in the New Testa- 
ment about drunkenness? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Three Kings 
By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 
K ewe after all, are simply men, clothed in a 


few more dignities than their neighbors. Their 

kingship is accidental; their manhood is es- 
sential and inherent. It is to what they are them- 
selves, underneath the trappings of office, when crown 
and scepter are laid aside, that God looks. It is 
the heart within them, and its attitude towards him, 
for which he cares. 

Saul, David, Solomon, each has his own individual- 
ity. Let us leave their rank out of account, and see 
in them men of like passions with ourselves, think- 
ing especially how they stood related to the Heavenly 
Lord with whom we also have te do. 
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The first is a man who keeps his life in his own 
hands, 


Saul had rare qualities, rare nobility, rare king- 
liness. The old medieval virtue and grace of “Honor” 
has been analyzed into four ingredients — truth, loy- 
alty, compassion, and courage; and we may say that 
all of these were exemplified in the monarch of Is- 
rael. He was chivalrous and knightly. The natural 
man in him was @ splendid type of man. } 

But he failed, because he never let God into the 
innermost citadel of his being, and never set him 
indisputably on the throne of his life, 

Saul’s religion was of the circumference, not of 
the center. The common people noticed this. The 
were surprised when they found him associating with 
those of profounder spirituality than himself, Js 
Saul among the prophets? they asked in a tone of 
half-amusement and incredulity. Perhaps his own 
gr se recognition that he was too slight and shallow 

or the work to which God had called him had to 
do with his madness. It was not solely the jealousy 
of David which jangled the bells out of tuye; for 
the discords of his mind began before he’ saw the 
shepherd-son of Jesse. It may have been the grow- 
ing sense of his incompetence which worried and 
annoyed him, till reason was shaken and tottered 
from its seat. But why did he not surrender him- 
self and his needs to the Lord, who would have 
made all things new, and strong, and wise, and 
holy in his heart and experience? Then, unmis- 
takably, his incapacity to grasp the divine require- 
ments, and his unwillingness to submit to them, ap- 
pear in those blundering substitutes for an entire 
obedience fo which he was prone, and which brought 
about at length his rejection as king. God never had 
had the absolute control of Saul’s nature. (1) 

There are temperaments like his, harder to be 
reached than others by the powers of the unseen and 
supernatural world. There are souls with much that 
is attractive about them, but appreciating with diffi- 
culty the claims of God, and going on their way 
without him. If we ‘are among them, there is all 
the greater necessity for a complgte surrender to his 
summons and his will. Saved through _his grace, 
taught by his Spirit, kept in his fear and love, used 
for his glory, we shall cease to cherish those super- 
ficial notions of what godliness is; and our lives 
will be no longer our own, but his in every faculty 
and fibre. 5 
‘ ba second is a man who yields his life into God’s 

ands, 

In certain directions David fell to much lower 
depths than Saul ever did. He stained his record 
with immoralities and deceits from which his pre- 
decessor was free. But the very story of his trans- 
gression proves ‘him to have known the secret of 
| igeat in a different degree and fashion from 

aul, 

We read over again that wonderful Fifty-first 
Psalm. It, is the heartbreak of one who is convulsed 
with pain, uttering the sorest cries of sorrow, care- 
less of who may be looking on, thinking only of Him 
against whom he has offended so-grievously. The 
writer of it knows what sin is, in its foulness, its 
disease and death, its aliegation from God and re- 
bellion against him. He knows what penitence is, so 
that, like Peter on a later day and in a similar dis- 
tress, he goes out ahd weeps bitterly. And he knows, 
too, what the supreme possessions and blessings of 
life are; he cannot bear the thought of losing God's 
forgiveness, God’s cleansing, God’s fellowship, God’s 
love. Plainly, this is a nature which has traveled 
a long way farther in religion than Saul had. This 
is a man who cannot dispense with the Lord, and 
who has yielded spirit-and soul and body to him. (2) 

Now, we may be of David’s company, without pass- 
ing through David’s valley of the shadow of death. 

e€ may perceive the loathsomeness of sin, and still 
be preserved from its hideous defilement by the 
restraining and constraining grace of Christ. We 
may sorrow after a godly Rint: onto walk in dail 
communion with One who is holy and undefiled will 
reveal our imperfections, and keep us broken and 
contrite; and yet, as we trust him, ours may be a 
a victory over self and evil. And we can 
§nd our chief end and crowning delight in God him- 
self — that he pardons, that hé upholds, that he per- 
forms the good work begun, that he is better than “all 
the golden .fancies of all our golden dreams.” (3) 


s 

The third is a man who, after putting his life into 
God’s hands, often takes it back into his own. 

Solomon started well, with that self-emptying 
prayer for a wise and understanding heart. And his 
reign had its great moments, as when he built and 
dedicated the temple. But he gave way to self-indul- 
gence and the love of pleasure. And he became a 
hard task-master, a grinding despot. At the last 
we searcely know how to estimate him, whether among 
God’s friends or his foes. ‘The Arab legend says 
that in the staff on which Solomon leaned was a 
worm, gnawing the core out of it; it was the worm 
of pride, of sensuality, and of selfishness. And there 
is a —— in Florence which represents him rising 
slowly from his tomb at the archangel’s trumpet, un- 
certain whether -to turn to the right or to the left. 
Yet one remembers a verse in Nehemiah, and it 
kindles hope: Did not Solomon, king of Israel, sin 
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by these things? yet among many nations was there 
no king like him, who was beloved of his God. (4) 

_ A-halting, fickle, unsatisfactory Iffe —God prevent 
it from being ours. Let us commence with Solo- 
mon’s lowly prayer; but let us repeat the prayer 
every morning, and ma d, times every day. Then 
there will be no backsliding. God will only get a 
fuller and firmer control of that which we gave him 
at the outset. And, in his power and might, we 
shall go from strength to strength. For they that 
wait on the Lord—unreservedly and continually —= 
shall mount up with wings as eagles, shall run and 
not be weary, and shall walk and not faint, 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Lesson 1.—David in Camp and Court @ Sam. 17: 
1 to 18:9). David was ey. careful in selecting 
the ammunition of his sling. avid also had prac- 
tised io many a day. After these it was that God 
nerved the arm and steadied the aim. God’s way 
to this very day. Disdaining little things proved 
dangerous business. That is , Fos a little sin often 
ruins a big man. Many a wreck is due to the friendly 
game. “The name of the Lord of hosts” is on 
everything that “goes” in America. And the final 
point of this fine lesson was,—keep the red goggles 
on your eyes, 


Lesson 2.Jonathan Befriends David (1 Sam. 20). 
This was a lesson upon true friendship— the one 
very rare thing in the world. Yes, you find platinum, 
but it is rare. Does your anger burn when your 
friend is done “shame” by some other one who is 
near to you? Are you as loyal to-Jesus as the Irish- 
man to ‘Rome? The Warner boys of the Old and 
New Testaments coupled up with big men. When 
the Lord is between thee and me, there is no brother- 
hood, secret or open, to compare with the heavenly 
sandwich, It is only bread and butter stuck together 
until the “meat” of heaven is put between, 


Lesson 3.—David Spares Saul’s Life (1 Sam. ae). 
Ye 


Faith in God gives a man his “nerve.” Abishai on 
wanted ene good smack at Saul. But David was 
the long-headed statesman who refused to sail to 
power upon a sea of blood. No lasting “throne” in 
statecraft or business can be erected by the use of the 
snickersnee. Live and let live is the only safe motto 
of progress. God had selected David and predesti- 
nation settled it. When God has an obstreperous 
“insect” to handle he has resources equal to those 
of any beetle collector. 


‘Lesson 4.—David Succeeds Saul as King (2 Sam. 
2:1-7; 5:1-5). The world has always hankered for 
Delphic oracles and fortune tellers, And the world 
has always*had a sure guide. Especially so since 
Anno Domini. God still says “Go,” or “Stay,” for 
the man who knows him and can wait. It paye 
to tie to the God-led man just as it pays to live in 
“God’s country.” David and Charley Sé:wab both 
know how to handle this human stuff we call men. 
True and effective leadership is spelled h-e-l-p-f-u-l- 
n-e-s-s and. k-i‘n-d-n-e-s-s, . 


Lesson 5.—David Brings the Ark to Jerusalem (2 
Sam, 6: 1-19; Psa. 24: 7-10), The lesson of the bless- 
ing of the ark’s presence in the house of Obed-edom is 
one of the most striking and convincing in the whole 
book since it can be proved true to this very day in 
every community in the land. Somebody in the Iron 
Rose Class says David was a Methodist! The gates 
only lift up their heads for the couple-who come 
singing and praising arm in arm and heart to heart, 
This was a good lesson for the “conservative” wife. 


Lesson 6.—The Kingly Kindness of David (2 Sam. 
8:15; 9:1-13). In this lesson we struck the secret 
of “the good boss.” The “square deal”. is the term 
of the street, “executed justice and righteousness,’” 
is the term of thé library. The royal law after 
all. Postponed kindness better than no Kindness at 
all. The little sign “Plain Sewing” in the window 
on the cheap street. Jonathan’s great legacy to his 
“dead dog.” A legacy of character that seated the 
son at the king’s table among the princes. And 
what Jesus does for us in like manmper. A great 
lesson this. 


Lesson 7.—The Sins and Sorrows of David (2 
Sam. 12:9, 10; 18: 1-15). We made our acquaintance 
for the steenth time with Old Mr. Sin, and find he 
has never changed one particle through all the cen- 
turies. Absalom is still with us, even though he 
now cuts his hair and goes in an automobile. He is 
the product of the high place. We also found out 
that no wise young man should “monkey” with a 
mule. Mr. Mule never balks when sin gets caught 
on his back. And it is usually a fellow’s attractive 
— that make for his ruin when he lets go of 

od. 


Lesson 8—A Prayer for Pardon (Psa. 51: 1-17). 
This is the Song of the break-down. Mr. Huston 
didn’t send his big mill to the scrap pile because it 
broke down the first day. Neither does God. The 
world is full of joy and gladness, but you can’t sense 
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Lesson for September 26 


Review 


it when sin plugs ears and nose and 


~shuts eyes and mouth and chills the 


touch. Perhaps the reason “the boys 
don’t stay in the Sunday-school” is 
because they are “on to” their teacher 
—and whatever else a hoy may be 
he is no “dummy.” This was a splen- 
did lesson in Coatesville, where we know 
mills and their operation. 

Lesson 9.—Beginnings of Solomon’s 
Reign (1 Kings 1;1 to 3:15). This 
is the great lesson of the young fellow 
who started all right, but—. Contrast 

olomon, who ran Israel in, with Ne- 
hemiah, who pulled Israel out af the 
hole. The greatest scarcity and the great- 
est blessing the understanding. heart. 
Men are so awful smart, they love to 
see and choose their way. It isn’t the 
glory of the tonneau that gets the motor 
car there and back, but the integrity and 
performance of what understands the 
automobile. “Solomon’s engines begin to 
“miss,” and the crown prince at the 
end was ditched. 

Lesson 10.—The Building of the Tem- 
ple (1 Kings 5:1 to 8:66). Everybody 
pulling all together. And the Lord giv- 
ing the word. That means success all 
the time in anything and everything. 
Nothing like keeping up the “morale.” 
And religion is the only thing to do it. 
Good common sense is a good balk for 
irreligion. No simple soul has any trou- 
ble like the professor has. God intends 
the man in the palace by the sea, to 
whom he has made the palace possible, 
to be happy in honoring the giver. Be- 
cause the summerite forgot God in his 
summering may be the reason of all his 
trouble. , 

Lesson 11.—The Glory of Solomon's 
Reign (1 Kings 10: 1-13, 23-25). One of 
the most delightful lessons of the year. 
The smart woman “from Missouri.” She 
was interested in Solomon primarily 
“concerning the name of the Lord.” Pres- 
ident Hill, of the Great Northern, had 
a similar interest in the Y. M, C. A. 
The big man likes to tell all he knows. 
A big>man is never a clam. The rea- 
son so many children of so-called re- 
ligious homes are irreligious is because 
the home religion of father and ‘mother 
does not square with the churchyard re- 
ligion. For example, in how many “re- 
ligious” homes does the household gather 
around the family altar? 

Lesson 12.—Evils of Intemperance 
(Prov.' 23: 19-21, 29-35). As write this 
review “note the fortieth state has just 
ratified the Prohibition Amendment, and 
long before this is printed’ the whole 
United States will be “dry.” So the war 
is over and writing lesson notes on In- 
temperance will seem like writing lesson 
notes on “taxatign without representa- 
tion,” “impressment of seamen,”* and 
“the iniquity of the slave traffic.” But 
if temperance lessons are still fashion- 
able this one is a good one to go over 
again, : 

CoaTESVIELE, Pa, 


Reading Suggestions on the 
Lesson of Two Weeks Hence 


HE following books and pamphlets on 

the lesson of October 10, “Baptism and 

Temptation of Jesus” (Matt. 3:1 to 4: 
11), will be found .useful. 


The suggestions are here given in advance, 
so that there may be time for ordering. Sec- 
tion I mentions works from various pub- 
lishers, and will be found, two weeks later, 
in Dr. Griffith Thomas’ lesson article. Sec- 


* tion II describes publications oi The Sunday 


School Times Company. 


I. For a commentary on Matthew, Broadus 
is very helpful (American Baptist Publication 
Society, Philadelphia, $2.25). Other books to 
be used with each lesson are “Modern Stu- 
dents’ Life of Christ,” by Vollmer (Revell, 
New York, $1.25, net); and Davis’ Bible Dio- 
tionary (Westminster Press, Philadelphia, $3). 

Il. For teachers of adult or young people’s 
classes, Mr. Howard’s book, “Temptation” 
(75 cts.), will provide stimulating material. 
It has a wonderful concluding chapter entitled 
“The Way Out,” which tells the story of how 
one business man found victory and how it 
helped him to meet and overcome tempta- 
tion. ‘s 
The sub-topics emphasize “Overcoming” 
and “Victory.” This is a gocd lesson to pre- 
sent or to re-emphasize the Victorious Life 


to the class. There is a large list of inex- | among his fellows. 
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Wins” (20 cts a doz.; 2 cts. each); “What is 
Your Kind of Christianity?” (40 cts. a doz.; 
4 cts. each); “Real and Counterfeit Victory’ 
(40 cts. a doz.; 4 cts. each); “May Christians 
Lose Sinful Desires?” (20 cts. a doz.; 2 cts. 
each); Scripture on the Victorious Life (15 
cts. for 25; 50 cts. a 100); “IS’” (30 cts. a doz.; 
3 cts. each); “Victory’s Final Secret” (20 cts. 
a doz.; 75 cts. for 50). All may be obtained 
from The Sunday School Times Company, 
Philadelphia. 
ye 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 


School Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. not 


ubmit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for ten cents in stamps. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 

Short sentoaaiane, of frem 75 to 150 words 
are greatly preferred. They will be accepted 
ah: of longer ones equally good. 

Illustratiens on other verses the 
Golden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better chance of acceptance than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 

_ When Close to the Reef.—He will de- 
liver the ray when he crieth (v. 12). 
“Well,” said the captain to a passenger 
“we have done all we can do.” “No,’ 
said this passenger, who was J. Hudson 
Taylor, the great missionary, on his way 
to China for the first time, “there is one 
thing we haven’t done. ‘here are four 
of us who afte Christians. Let us ask 
God to give us a breeze at once.” They 
were close to the reef, but the Lord sent 
aistrong wind that carried them out of 
danger —From the Sunday School Illus- 
trator. Sent by Leslie E. Dunkin, Koko- 
mo, Ind. (1) 

Se€ing His Glory.—Let thé whole earth 
be filled with his glory (v. 19). Spur- 
geon, in commenting on the text, “Be ye 
- and rejoice forever in that which 

create,” says, “I have no sympathy 
with the good man who, when on the 

Rhine, dived into the cabin that he might 
not see the river and the mountains, lest 
he should be absorbed in them and forget 
his Saviour. I like to see my Saviour 
on the hills, and by the shores of the 
sea. I hear my Father’s voice in the 
thunder, and listen to the whispers of 
his leve in the cadence of the waves. 
These are my Father’s works, and there- 
fore I admire them and seem all the 
nearer to him when I am among them. 

I were a great artist, I should 
think it a small compliment if my 
son came into my house and said he 
woulé not notice the pictures I had 
painted, . because he only wanted to 
think of me.—-From the Rev. C.H. Spur- 
geon, Sent by J. A. Raiser, Bucyrus, 

Ohio. (2) 

The Revealing Fires.—Jehovah look- 
eth on the heart (Golden Text): You 
have seen written on paper, you have 
probably written. yourselves, in’ what is 
called invisible ink. You have seen a 
man write- with invisible ink on paper, 
and nothing seems to result. But hold 
it up to the fire, and the hidden thing 
comes out. Now I tell you what is hap- 


churches of ours, these lives. of ours, 
are coming under the influence of 
the fire of God, and the hidden thing 
is being revealed, and men and women 


jare to-day expressing their old, inner 


lives of years back—From the Rev. J. 
Stuart Holden, M.A. Sent by Geo. Good- 
all, Cristobal, Canal Zone. 
When the Savages 
looketh -on the outward apremeent. but 
Jehovah looketh on the heart (Golden 
Text). At the Congregational Interna- 
tional Council, held in London in 1891, 
Dr. Lawes, of New Guinea, described 
how he had seen and heard New Guin- 
eans, once cannibals, at the prayer-meet- 
ing. “I have heard savages pray,” he 
said, “men with_a tattooed mark on their 
chest, which indicated that they were 
murderers, that, their spears had tastéd 
blood. I have heard them pouring out 
their hearts in prayer to God as chil- 
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dren holding converse with their father ; 
and I knew that they had been taught 
by the Spirit of God.” The outward 
marks remain. Once they were the man’s 
pride and glory, testimonies to his status 
Now he would give 


pensive pamphlets that will be helpful here. 'all he has to remove them. But though 
Representative pamphlets are “The Life That they never will be removed, though the 


pening to-day. This nation of ours, these. 


Prayed.—Man 
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The Little Jetts Use the Review Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith «rx. rittic Jott: Telling Bible Stories” 








Suggestions for Using Little Jetts in Clsas 


The last four lessons of the Quarter, relat- 
ing to Solomon, are omitted from this treat- 
ment. Only the eight lessons relating to 
David are used. Quarterly Reviews are usu- 
ally difficult, owing to the great mass of val- 
uable matter which teachers find it hard to 
eliminate. The tap of the superintendent’s bell 
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often finds us not half through the. list. Thus 
when a complete story with vital teachings 
can be served up by using a certain number 
of the lessons, it would seem practical to han- 
dle just that, rather than attempt the entire 
list, and get only very unsatisfactory results. 
Here is an opportunity to make a rapid Re- 
view of one of the great outstanding lives in 
the Bible, and enforce its biggest lessons. 


David built a kingdom, fortified it and made 
it strong. 
It was not perfect, but wonderful all the 
same. 
David built a life, strong and noble. 
It was not perfect, but wonderful all the 
same. 


Beginning with the foundation stone, Faith 
in God and believing in his sufficiency in 
every matter, he achieved a great victory. 

To this he added No. 2.—Faith in his fel- 
low-man — which blossomed and fruited in his 
beautiful friendship with Jonathan, 

Next, No. 3.—Chivalry and Generosity—born 
of a spirit of humility, reverence for God’s 
appointed agencies, patience, and forbearance. 

Next, No. 4.—The humble acceptance of a 
divine commission, the leadership of God’s 
chosen people, as their king. 

Next, No. 5.—Giving God the rightful cen- 
tral and controlling place in his capital and 
government. 

Next, No. 6.—Consideration for the moral 
rights of others, being true to his vows, and 
showing a kingly spirit in treatment of the 
weak, 

Now comes No. 7, the one sad lesson of the 
series, the one great flaw in this otherwise 
splendid career. It is rejected from the col- 
umn, and lies upon the ground beside it — 
not out of sight, but always a reminder of 
what might have been; not detached, but still 
leaning with its scar. The column is com- 
plete as far as it goes; but it might have 
gone farther. It would have stood higher 
and finer if that No. 7 stone could have taken 
its place in the shaft. So it is that many a life 
rises to a high level, and people wonder and 
praise, but there are some who know, and 
surely God knows, its score would have been 
higher if temptation had not in a moment 
of weakness soiled and blackened a piece, and 
rendered it unfit to go into the structure. 

No. 8 gives us the capstone. David, divested 
of crown and royal robe, bows himself down 
before God in humble penitence, casting him- 
self upon Jehovah’s mercy. It is the redeem- 
ing stone; it makes possible, after all, a com- 
plete work of grace, even though the column 
is not as high as it might have been. 

Teachers may find it effective to use a 
blackboard or crayon paper, drawing the sim- 
ple outlines of the column, without the “pic- 
tures,” but writing in a key word or two to 
indicate the lesson. 
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outward man remains the same, the in- 
ward man is a new man, known and 
understood of God. To the casual ob- 
server he still remains a savage. ‘The 
Lord who looks upon the heart, finds 
there the heart of a son.—From the Lon- 
don Sunday School Times. Sent by J. 
A. Clark, Leicester, Eng. The prize for 
this week ts awarded.to this illustration. 
(3) 

How Her Color Scheme was Changed. 
—Man looketh on the outward appear- 
ance, but Jehovah looketh on the heart 
(Golden Text). A weary missionary 
fell asleep and had a dream. A message 
had arrived that the Master was com- 
ing, and to her was appointed the. task 
of getting all the little children ready 
for him. So she arranged: them on 
benches ‘in tiers, putting the little white 
children first, nearest to where the Mas- 
ter would stand, then the little yellow, 
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red, and brown children, and far ‘back 
sat the black children. When all were 
arranged, she looked, and it did not 
seem quite right to her. Why should 
the black children be so far away? They 
ought perhaps to be on the front benches. 
She started to re-arrange them, but just 
as all was in confusion, footsteps were 
heard; it was the Master’s tread. He 
was coming before the children were 
ready. To think that the task entrusted 
to her had not been accomplished in 
‘time! The footsteps drew near, and she 
was obliged to look up. Lo, as her eyes 
rested on the children all shades of color 
and difference had vanished; the little 
children in the Master’s presence were 
all alike. Man makes the mistake of 
looking upon the outward appearance, 
forgetting that God looketh on the heart. 
—From the Record of Christian Work. 





Sent by Emma C. Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
in thy Word we have found enriching studies 
in these recent wéeks, as always. Thou 
hast unfolded before us the story of thy 
dealing with tien of thy choosing. May 
we discern clearly wherein they were wise 
of foolish, as we review their lives. May we 
not fail to see wherein we, too, have proved 
faithful, or unfaithful, te the end that the 
lessons of their experiences, and of thy mer- 
ciful guidance and patient love, may have 
their part in our lives’ in warning and en- 
couragement. In thy dear name we pray, 
Amen, 

Some Review Suggestions.—A superin- 
tendent can know very little about the 
teaching that is accomplished in his 
school, without actual test. Do you 
know what your teachers are teaching? 
A pastor was congratulating some of 
his co-workers on havihg*Secured a cer- 
tain man as the teacher for a class of 
boys—as a “good teacher.” But the 
man himself was surprised that he should 
even have been asked. To a friend he 
said, “I don’t see why they have put 
me in as a teacher. I don’t know any- 
thing about the Bible, and have no ex- 
perience in teaching.” How does the 
superintendent know what that sincere, 
but unequipped man is teaching? <A 
written review is a great help in secur- 
ing a general view of the teaching that 
is going on in any school. Such ques- 
tions aS are suggested here may be dic- 
tated from the desk, and thé answers 
examirfed and graded by the superinten- 
dent, and any committee he chooses. The 
results will be illuminating, and probably 
more encouragihg than the superinten- 
dent may expect. 

For this review three papers prepared 
by three of the men of the school, on 
Saul, David; and Solomon, respectively, 
would be a welcome part of the order 
of service. Each paper should occupy 
not more than six minutes, and each 
should set forth some of the faults and 
excellencies of its subject, in a brief, 
carefully balanced biographical sketch. 


Questions for a Written Review 


1. How do you explain David’s com- 
plete victory over a man so much bigger 
than himself? 


2. In what ways did Jonathan show 
that he was a friend to David? 

4 oe did not David put Saul to 
death when he had the opportunity? 

4. Why did God at last decide that 
Saul could no longer be king? 

. What ark did David bring to Jeru- 
salem? Tell briefly the story of that oc- 
casion. 

6. To whose son was David especiaily 
kind,.and why? 


7. What special gift did the young 
King Solomon ask from God? 

8. What ruler visited King Solomon, 
and what impression was made upon that 
ruler by the visit? 

9. What do you think are some of 
the evils of intemperance> and what are 
some of the‘results of our new prohi- 
bition laws? 


10, Which of the three kings, Saul, 
David, and Solomon, was most pleasing 
to God? Why? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


. Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Stand up), stand up for Jesus.” 

“Ali people that on earth do dwell.” 
“Angel voices, ever singing.” 

“O Love that-wilt not let me go.” 
“Majestic sweetness sits enthroned.” 
“Guide me, O thou great Jehovah.” 
“QO Master, let me walk with thee.” 
“Open my eyes that I may see.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
sical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Sengs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.) 

Psalm 72: 1-17 (153 : 1-3). 
Psalm 138: 1-8 (279 : 1-3). 
Psalm tar :1-8 (256 : 1-4). 
Psalm 44 : 1-26 (103 : 1-3). 
Psalm 132-: 1-18 (268 : 1-3). 


The new Sunday School Times book 
catalogue is designed to help you A 
free copy sent on request. 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON  Teracuinc.—God “honors 
those who are faithful. 


Notes.—This is Promotion Sunday for 
all schools which use or intend to in- 
troduce Graded Lessons. Each year’s 
work begins with October. With the 
Uniform series the viewpoint concen- 
trates upon the lessons which are to be 
taught, with the purpose of adapting them 
to all ages. In the Graded Series the 
viewpoint conceatrates upon the children 
who are to be taught, with the selection 
of lesson material designed especially to 
meet their spiritual needs, 

Because of irregular attendance dur- 
ing vacation, this Review gives oppor- 
tunity to present a somewhat continued 
story about David and Solomon. Pic- 
tures will help as illustrations. 

Introduction—A new President will 
soon be chosen for the United States. 
It would take a long time to tell what 
has happened while Mr. Wilson has 
been President. He was honored dur- 
ing the World War. You children can- 
not remember any other President, but 
at school you have heard stories about 
Washington, Lincoln, and others. 

The United States never had a_king. 
Some other countries have had many 
kings. A few still have a king. 


Review Story—Among all the kings 
none greater than David is known. e€ 
was king forty years, so we can tell 
many interesting stories about him. 

When a boy David had no idea that 
he would ever be king, for he was only 
a shepherd. He was like those boys 
whom we talked about last Sunday, who 
had strong bodies and trained minds. 
David wanted to keep himself pure and 
be strong. 

God watched David at_his work as a 
shepherd. When he saw that he was 
so faithful in caring for his sheep, he 
knew that he could trust and honor him 
when he grew older to care for his peo- 
ple as king. 

When his sheep were feeding or -rest- 
ing, David used his spare time wisely. 
He learned to aim straight at a mark 
with his sling; to play on the shepherd 
pipes which he made, and on the harp; 


jhis life was in danger, 
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he thought of wonderful poems or 
psalms. e know his Shepherd Psalm. 

Because David was so true and faith- 
ful God sent Samuel to choose him to 
be the next king, although Ki Saul 
was still alive. David had some chances 
to see King Saul. One day he carried 
some presents to his brothers who were 
in the king’s army. While there he 
saw the boasting giant, Goliath, and said 
he could fight him: Saul heard about 
it, and asked to see David, and then 
wanted him to wear his armor. David 
tried it on, and said it was too heavy. 
Tell how David won the victory with 
God’s help. 

David lived in Saul’s palace for a 
while, and pees sweet music on ‘his 
harp to soothe the king to sleep. There 
David met Prince Jonathan, and they 
became true friends. When Saul became 
jealous of David because the people 
praised him, Jonathan told David that 
Before they 
parted these friends promised to be kind 
always to each other’s family. 

David went away, but Saul followed 
and tried to eatch him. Twice David 
had a chance to kill Saul, but he would 
not harm him because he had learned 
to “Love your enemies, and do godod to 
them that hate you.” One night David 


and a soldier visited Saul’s camp and 
took away his spear and water bottle, 
but spared his life. 

At last in a great battle Saul and Jon- 


athan were killed. Then David became 
king. He was so good and kind that 
he was greatly beloved. BecauSe he 
had been faithful in so many things, 
God honored him by allowing him to 
be king, David built a palace to live 
in and wanted to build a temple for 
God’s worship, but God -told ghim to 
wait. David brought the ark of God 
to Jerusalem, and placed it in the tent 
of worship. 

One day David asked whether any’ of 
Jonathan’s family. still lived. When he 
was told about the lame son, Mephibo- 
sheth, David sent for him to live in 
his palace and to eat at the king’s table. 

David grieved over Absalom, his hand- 
some son, who tried to be king in his 
father’s place. When David did wrong 
he prayed that God would forgive his 
sin, and said, Create in me a clean heart, 
O God. 

David was proud of his son, Solomon, 
and chose him to be the next king. Sol- 
omon asked God for wisdom, which is 
better than gold and jewels. God gave 
him riches aad honor and the promise 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 


These Lesson Cartoons, copyright by The Sunday School Times Company 


, may be had in 


stereopticon slides from George W. Bond Slide Co., Inc., 610 Masonic ‘lemple, Chicago. 









teach 
G US 








<>», Oty from ADOVE can the 
<2! Of man be satisfied. 





et PE ee FOOT OE ER en ee ee 





SEPTEMBER I1, 1920 


mands, People of other lands heard 
about his wisdom and riches. The Queen 
of Sheba came with presents to visit him 
"and ask | ms nono to prove his wisdom. 
King lomon built the temple for 
God’s worship, for which his father, 
David, had gathered gold, silver, precious 
stones, and fine wood. When the tem- 
le was given to God for worship the 
ing said, I will give thee thanks with 
my whole heart, and I will sing praise 
unto thee. / 
Let us sing to-day 


“Praise Him! Praise Him! all ye little chil- 


dren. 
“Thank Him! Thank Him! all ye little. chil- 
dren.” 
Peoria, IL. 
ye 


My Class of Girls - 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





Hew the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Saul, David, and Solomon compared. 
In circumstances of life. 

.-As rulers of Israel. 

. In character, as servants of God. 

. In influence, immediate and lasting. 


» 











[*, POSSIBLE, divide your class inte 
i four groups for this review, assign- 
ing one of the four topics above to each 
group for class discussion. Your only 
lack will probably be for more time, for 
no more interesting group of men can 
be found in all Bible history than these 
first three kings of Israel. . Here are 
some leading points for such a discus- 
sion: (1) a 

1. The most striking thing about these 
three lives is their widely differing cir- 
cumstances. Saul was the son of a 
ranchman, brought up to a rough, out- 
of-door hardness, in a family so care- 
less as to religious teaching that he 
hardly knew of the grand old-prophet 
Samuel; David was the youngest son in 
a big family .of, apparently, sincere re- 
ligious standards, who had to learn early 
to carry his share of the family respon- 
sibility, whose out-of-door life cultivated 
in him that inherent love for the high 
and beautiful. which Saul had so little 
of — only his.love for music. 

Of the two it seems that Saul had the 
greater wealth and perhaps the better 
“chancé,” as the west counts “chances” ; 
but think of the contrast of both these 
boys’ lives to that of the young Prince 
Solomon, born in a palace, the chosen 
heir to an adored king, educated by that 
ag father as well as_receiving from 

im by association and inheritance as 
wonderful an opportunity as ever was 
given to a boy. (2) 

Think a moment of all that each one 
of these young men received from his 
life circumstances, before his duties as 
fuler began. Think of the memories 
each carried with him into his new re- 
sponsibilities, Think ‘of the contrast the 
new, life was for Saul, even for David, 
after years of expecting it, and of how 
thoroughly prepared for it Solomon must 
have been. ° 

2. Now study each one as ruler, as 
the God-appointed ruler of his people. 
Remember that each one received his 
appointment from God, each one was 
God’s choice. Saul had at first almost 
as many winning traits of character as 
David, each being generous, impulsive, 
brave, resourceful as a fighter, splendid 
to look upon, but one at heart loved his 
own way and will, while the other truly 
wanted God to have his way in his own 
life and in the kingdom. «Saul had 
little courage te admit his own wrong 
acts, brooded remorsefully over them, 
while David promptly and with his whole 
heart repented his sins; and so one grew 


nearer to him. 

Solomon was entirely unlike either of 
them, having a lone head rather than 
an impulsive heart to govern his life. 
His boyhood in a palace of plural wives 
seems to have added to his native ability 
a shrewdness and keen judgment of men 
and women which stood him in good 
stead as king. His love of magnificence 
grew naturally out of his boyhood sur- 
roundings, and his excellent taste in 
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Lesson for September 26 
Review 


large expression in his life as a rich 
king. He also ve the fruit of na- 
tional peace won for him by his two 
redecessors’ hard fighting, so it was 
he who enjoyed the “golden” age of 
his nation’s history, though he added 
to its splendor in no small manner. 


3. Behind and beneath all these out- 
ward affairs, what was the true value 
of each character, in God’s sight? That 
no man can fully answer, but surely 
their records show us that Saul wanted 
to please God, but warited his own way 
more; that he acted from mixed motives, 
whereas David, though sometimes fall- 
ing away from his own standards, yet 
truly sought God with his whole heart, 
and that his religion was so dear to him 
that he could not be happy in anything 
else than God’s will. olomon’s own 
testimony, in his writings, is to the su- 

reme value of religion, but it did not 

old supreme place in his life, nor was 
it the determining motive in all he did. 
Even as we can see human character 
and conduct, can we not see why God 
called David the “man after his own 
heart”? (3) , f 

4. As to their influence, then and since, 
even our youngest girls have. realized 
that Saul lost his og eine d (in some re- 
spects the greatest of the three) and has 
become to us only a warning against wil- 
fulness; that though Solomon’s glory 
was the pride of his people, his political 
power the greatest they had known, the 
magnificent temple his work, and his 
proverbs and poems fine examples of 
Hebrew wisdom and genius, through 
which God has given us some invaluable 
truths, yet it was David whom his 
people loved with a devotion that has 
scarcely dimmed to-day, for it was he 
who really turned their hearts towards 
God by his life, his’ songs, his prayers. 
And this he is still doing to-day wherever 
the Bible is read—his own warm love 
for God makes yours and mine warmer, 
and our longing to serve Him with the 
whole heart persist even as did his, 
despite our failures. 


Home Study 


Read Psalm: 78 for a poetical review 
of Israel’s history. Note the last three 
verses. 


ATLANTA, Ga. 
ve 


Say, Fellows — 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Planning the Big Enter- 
prisé. 


. Discussion: How much does-it help to 
have a plan? How much does it matter 
whether the plan is O. K.? Shall we try 
to improve a plan, no matter how good 
it is? Will it do any good to plan our 
work if we fail to work our plan? 


Objective: Building a Successful Life. 











pee fellows, let’s do some planning | 


to-day. I like to plan. There are 
sometimes such immense possibilities in 
a plan. The bigger the enterprise the 
more interesting the planning; and the 
thing we want to plan to-day is the 
biggest enterprise of all. 

We're going to plan a life. 

It is a good time to plan a life, be- 
cause we have twelve lessons from ‘the 
lives of David and Solomon to help 
us. Most of these will prove fine, but 
some we will reject. So much for 
having the benefit of another’s experi- 
ences, 


A Life Plan with Twelve Suggestions 


Suggestion No. 1—David’s Fight with 
Goliath. Foundation: Faith, in God’s 
power; in God’s readiness at all times 
to put that power at our disposal in any 
worthy effort. Fine! it is the very best 
foundation. 

Suggestion No. 2—Human Friend- 
ships, Good. We will put in our plan, 
Faith in Folks, and some special friend- 
ships, where we can help another life 
building. We will be absolutely loyal 
to these. 

Suggestion No. 3—David Spares Saul’s 
Life. Splendid material for a strong 
building. - It is the non-resentment ce- 
ment, not only good for the spirit, but 
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things. Harboring resentment and seek- 
ing opportunity for revenge is ‘like lug- 
ging our garbage to the dump when the 
city provides for it, and would take it 
away every day if we would simply drop 
it in the garbage can at the back door. 

Suggestion No. 4—David Crowned 
King. Consulting the blue print in build- 
ing. “Shall I go up into any of the 
cities of Judah?” inquired David of the 
Lord. “Why not go on? Yovw're king,” 
some might say: “Yes, but God is right 
here,” waquild reply David, “and I’d rather 
know from him eaeh step of the way. 
You see, I’m building a life, and I’m 
in wonderful 1 to have the divine 
architect at hand all the time. Of course, 
I will ask about even the things which 
seem to be obvious.” 


Suggestion No. 5—David Brings up 
the Ark to Jerusalem. Superb! God’s altar 
shall have the central place in our build- 
ing. It stands as the visible call to 
daily prayer and meditation on his Word. 
And the rains may descend, and the 
floods come, and the winds blew and 
beat upon our house; but it shall stand, 
for it is built upon a Rock. 


Suggestion No. 6—David’s Kindness 
to Mephibosheth. The Golden Rule. By 
it will we measure all the material, and 
thus we wilf build our house “by the 
side of the road, and be a friend to 
man.” Our building will be doubly joy- 
ful because of the blessing it is to our 
neighbors, 


Suggestion No. 7—What’s _ this? 
David’s Sin. A good man, like David, 





| Eighth, Ninth, and Tenth 


| Pardon. 
|/needs to go 


breaking the Fifth, Sixth, ‘Seventh, 
Command- 
;ments? David’s wonderful house tot- 
ltered and came near to falling on ac- 
| count of that bad load of material go- 
|ing into it. The record is there to help 
|us avoid making the same mistake. We 
must guard these moments of weakness 
in temptation. Surely David forgot that 
| day to consult the Divine Architect. 


| Suggestion No. 8—David’s Prayer for 
Ah? yes, unload it quick. It 
into the building daily. 

Sin loosens the foundations, and rots 

the woodwork. It is useless to build 
| without a continual counteracting pro- 
|cess. Prayer, Confession, Pardon. These 
| make permanent. 


| Suggestion No. 9—Solomon Asks for 
{ Wisdom. An understanding heart. Surely 
no life can grow tall or strong or wide 
| without it. ‘This is meeting at the front 
and back door every comer, through the 
mail every proposition, on the telephote 
ev call, in such a way as to make 
glad the comer and strengthen him who 
dwells inside. 


Suggestion No. 10—Solomon Builds 
the Temple. Our building shall be iden- 
tified with the community house of wor- 
ship. It shall be known as the support 
upon which rests the physical well be- 
ing of God’s kingdom, as well as the 


channel through which His Spirit oper-: 


ates. 


Suggestion No. 11.—Visit of the Queen 
of Sheba. All who come to our life 
building shall feel the influence of the 
| Altar, and know that whatsoever of good 
| or joy or beauty we have, upon whic 
to feast the body, the mind or the spirit, 
Somes directly from the hand of our 

od. 


Suggestion No. 12—Temperance. A 
preventive, Shakespeare said, “Oh, that 
a man should put an enemy in his mouth 
to steal away his brain!” Constantly 
shall the watchman guard the gates. Our 


thrown down by excessive indulgence— 
and there are some things which shall 
be kept out altogether. 
“By the faith which the flowers show 
When they bloom unbidden; 
By the calm of the river’s flow 
From a source that is hidden; 
By the courage of wild birds’ wings 
On the long migration; 
By the strength of the tree as it clings 
To the deep foundation” — 


So teach me, Lord, to build my life. 
RICHMOND, VA. 
od 


Dr. Scofield’s latest word on prophecy 
may be had for $1r from The Sunday 





School Times Company. 
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building shall not be dismantled and| 





Finest 

Dish 
Breakfast ever 

brings 

Grains puffed to bubbles, 
eight times normal size. 
Made into food confec- 
tions which, with cream 
and sugar, seem like fairy 


foods. Never were cereals 
made half so delightful. 


Queen of All Grain Foods 


The three Puffed Grains form the greatest foods one can 
imagine. The texture is dainty—bubble-like, crumbling at 
atouch. The flavor is nut-like. Blending with cream there 


‘ is nothing so delicious. 


The three grains supply variety. The ways of serving 
are endless. And, unlike most good things, their use need 
never be restricted. 


The 
Perfect 
Dish 


At supper or - 
bedtime 


Puffed Wheat in milk — 
a practically. complete 
food in its most enticing, 
most hygienic form. 
Whole wheat in native 
form, toasted, flavory, 
flaky—four times as por- 
ous as bread, 





Supreme in Nutrition 


Puffed Grains are also the scientific grain foods. They are 
made by Prof. Anderson’s process. Every food cell is blasted 
by steam-explosion. Digestion is made easy and complete. 


Here are all the whole-grain elements so treated that 
every granule feeds. Each delicious serving brings a child 
the utmost in a food. 


Puffed Puffed Corn 
Wheat Rice Puffs 


All Bubble Grains — Flimsy, Flaky, Flavory 
And now a new delight 


PUFFED RICE PANCAKE FLOUR 
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1. The Beginners’ Department 
2. The Primary Department 


Getting and Holding a Class 


3. The ‘‘ How’’ Book (Men’s Class) By Marshall A.Hudson 75 cents 
4. ThePhilathea Bible Class(Women) By Marshall A. Hudson 75 cents 
5 a The Home Department of To-day By Mrs. Flora V. Stebbins 50 cents 
6. The Sunday-School and the Pastor By John T. Faris 

7. The Making of a Teacher»? MESGS cru ut Pennsvivania 
By William H. Hamby 


75 cents 
75 cents 


By Angelina W. Wray 
By Ethel J. Archibald 





40 cents 
$1.50 
60 cents 
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The “Don’t Be Afraid” Song 
By Wilhelmina Mampe Phillips 


WHOLE year had passed since 
Ragan had been a patient at the 
Mission Hospital in Indisv She was 


now five years old, and a healthier, hap- 
pier little girl could not have been found 
in the whole countryside. 

Ragan loved the little Punjabi verses 
about the dear Lord Isa (Jesus) who 
loves little children and takes care of 
them. But the song she loved most 
was not in the Punjabi tongue at all. 
It was in English, and had been taught 
to the song child by a gentle-faced Amer- 
ican Sahiba. Ragan knew every word 
of it, but for a long time she did not 
know what the strange sounds meant 
which sang themselves through a soft 
sweet Western melody. ) 

One day the Big Doctor was working 
busily in his office when he heard Ra- 
gan’s happy voice singing in his own 
language. At first he smiled, for the 
foreign words tumbled queerly off the 
little girl’s tongue. Then his face grew 
very grave. He was remembering that 
he had left all he held dear to. come 
to India because of that song. He could 
not sing those words and mean them 
and stay in America. He knew that 
the dear Lord was telling him through 
those verses that He wanted him to 
take care of the poor sick folks in India, 

The Big Doctor listened while the 
happy voice sang out, 

“T can hear my Saviour calling, 

I can hear my Saviour calling, 

I can hear my Saviour calling, 

Take thy cross and ‘follow, follow me.” 


The beautiful refrain of trust followed, 


“Where He leads me, I will follow, 
Where He ‘leads me, I will follow, 
Where He leads me, I will follow, 
Til go with Him, with Him, all the way.” 


Quickly the Big Doctor left his work, 
found the little singer, and having seated 
her comfortably in his lap with her 


Cuticura Soap 
Will Help You 


Clear Your Skin 
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imPerfect fit, fine goods and tailoring, 
$20 saving, all guaranteed or no pay. 
Samples Free. Every man wanting to 
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tangled curls lying across his breast, he 
asked, “Do you know what those words 
mean, Golden One?” : 

“You tel me, Doctor Sahib, you tell 
me,” begged Ragan, and she listened 
while he told her what the song meant. 

“It’s beautiful,” she declared when he 
had finished. “I shall tell it to my 
amma [mother].” 

It had been a hard week for Ragan’s 
amma, and this very morning when the 
little girl and the Big Doctor had been 
talking about the beautiful song the 
mother was sitting at home in trouble. 
For two days she had not been permitted 
to work in the rice fields. It is true 
that she received only a few annas a 
day, but with them she had been able 
to buy enough food for herself and 
her dear little girl, She could not af- 
ford to be idle many days. Only yes- 
terday morning a neighbor had been 
sent to her with the message, “You are 
not wanted at the rice fields any more. 
We do not want anybody to work for us 
who loves Isa.” 

Ragan’s aynma said to herself now as 

she crouched on the floor thinking of 
what that message meant, “They are 
trying to force me to return to the old 
gods. They have heard that I am to be 
baptized.” 
*For a long time amma sat, not know- 
ing what to do. Once a friend looked in 
at her and said, “Be wise. Have noth- 
ing to do with Isa, for no Hindu will 
give you work. Think of your child. 
Do you want her to starve?” Poor 
amma! Of ceurse she didn’t want her 
child to starve. “Oh,” she moaned, “my 
golden girl, my queen, my jewel—she 
must not suffer.” Then with a trembling 
hand she smeared her forehead with 
ashes. “I will go to the owners of the 
rice fields,”she said brokenly. “They will 
know by these ashes that I am serving 
the old gods.” But amma’s -heart was 
heavy, as heavy as lead, for she really 
loved Isa and wanted to be his child. 

At this moment Ragan came dancing 
in, “Oh, amma,” she cried, “the Big Doc- 
tor has told me what that pretty Amer- 
ican song means. Listen and I'll tell 
you, amma, I call it my ‘Don’t Be Afraid 
Song’ because the Big Doctor says it 
means just this, Sometimes the Lord 
Isa calls you to follow him through the 
sunny places, and you go after him 
uickly, for you can see on all sides that 
there’s nothing to harm you. Other times 


he .calls you through the dark. You| 


can’t see anything, not even him, but 
you can hear him. He keeps calling 
and calling, and at last you grow very 
brave and you answer cheerfully, ‘All 
right, Lord Isa, I’m coming. I know 
it doesn’t matter whether the road is 
dark or light, fof you’re just ahead. 
Yes, I'll follow all the way.” 

Then for sheer joy Ragan sang the 
song straight through. But amma with 
quick sure fingers was wiping the ashes 
from her forehead. 

“Dear Lord Isa,” she prayed. “I’m not 
going to be afraid either. [ll have noth- 
ing to do with the old gods. [ll take 
my cross, but you must help me carry 
it—I want to follow you—only you.” 

Just then the Big Doctor entered. “I 
have heard of your trouble, amma. I 
have come straight to tell you that we 
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need you at the Compound to help our 








Bible woman. You will not need to 
worry any more. The Lord Isa is tak- 
ag cose of you both.” 
hen amma’s head bowed and her lips 

moved. 

“What are you saying?” asked Ragan 
wonderingly, 

Amma smiled as she answered, “I was 
only thanking Him for the ‘Don’t Be 
Afraid Song.” 


PHILADELPHIA. 





The Young Péople’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
‘By Paul Rader 





- 


| October 3. Our Church Privileges and Obli- 


gations. Psa. 84:1-12, (Consecration 
meeting.) 


October 10. Bible Verses That Help. Psa. 


119 : 33-40. ‘ 

October 17. Christian Principles in Politics, 
Luke 22: 24-27. 

October 24. Lessons from Recent Events. 
Luke 13:1-5; Prov. 25 : 25. 


Mon.—Missions at-Bleme (Acts 8: 5-25). The 
commission of Jesus concerning missions 
was to start at Jerusalem; but many Chris- 
tians have thought that it ended there, — 
at least if we judge by their actions. Maybe 
“charity begins at home,” but it should 
not stay at home. His commission was 
“to the uttermost part.” . 


Tues.—How Missions Began (Acts 13 : 1-3). 
Missions began at Calvary. Some one has 
said, “God had only one Son, and he was 
a missionary.” A little boy who saw the 
evening star shine out alone in the sky, 
who had been looking at service flags in 
the windows of the homes, said -to his 
father, “Papa, God must have a son in the 
war.” Yes, this Son of God began all the 
missions. He died for others. 


Wed.—An Opponent Silenced (Acts 13 : 4-12). 
All opposition to missions is treated just 
like Paul treated the opposition to his mis- 
sionary effort in this passage, Seeing the 
mighty power of God to cast out the devil 
men can say nothing; looking upon the 
transformed lives of the* heathen who have 
become Christians, every mouth is put to 
silence. You remember the Scripture, where 
the lame man whom Peter and John healed 
by the power of Christ was being discussed, 
says, “And beholding the man which was 
healed . . . they could say nothing.” 

Thurs.—Hard Ground (Acts 13 : 44-52). It is 
not our part to select the soil where the 
seed of the Gospel is to be sown; it is 
ours to cast it abroad to the uttermost part. 
There is some very hard ground upon which 
the Gospel news falls, hard hearts, infidel- 
ity, in our day it is apostasy, which means 
a determined organized effort to get away 
from the truth as it is in Christ Jesus; 
but let us keep on sowing. 

Fri—Faith Rewarded (Acts 14:8-18). The 
miracle recorded in Acts 14 marks the open- 
ing of Paul’s ministry to the Gentiles, and 
it tallies in every point with the miracle 
performed by Peter and John at the Beau- 
tiful Gate, which opened their ministry to 
the Jews. After the miracle by Peter and 
John they preached Chsist to the Jews; 
after this miracle by Paul he preached the 
one living God to the Europeans who had 
many gods, showing the miracle-working 
and healing power of the Lord Jesus both 
to the Jews and to the Gentiles. 

Sat.—A Great Conversion (Acts 16 : 16-34). 
Some conversions seem greater than others, 
but really every conversion is a great con- 
version; for the one work done by Jesus 
Christ when he died and went into death, 
breaking its jaw, and rising out of its 
clutches with a new body, was the great 
work that was done to make a great con- 
version, was the same great work which 
trakes possible every conversion, whether 
among the heathen or at home. 


Sunday, September 26 


Inspiring Stories from Foreign Mission 
Fields (Psa. 66 : 1-8; Acts 14 : 23-28) 
(Missionary Meeting) 


HE Lord Jesus is constantly saying 

to us through all the reports in the 
newspapers of world conditions, through 
every story from the mission field, “Lift 
up your eyes and look on the fields, for 
they are white already to harvest.” To 
very, very many Christians this verse 
is but a pretty phrase. They never dream 
of it as a command, yet it is a command 
by Jesus Christ our Lord. Have you really 
ever obeyed this command? Have you 
looked on the fields? You cannot, surely, 
look.on them in your own imagination, 





or take your own view of them. ‘ 
There are four hundred millions in 
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China alone, if you simply look on one 
field, but you are to look on “the fields,” 
both at home and abroad. : 
Soon after the Holy Spirit had filled 
my heart, I went to Niagara Falls on 
my way to Canada to speak, and stayed 
over night in a room near the falls. All 
day long I heard the roar and saw those 
great millions of gallons of water plung- 
ing and roaring, ripping and running 
into the rapids, then on into the whirl- 
pool. In the middle of the night I awoke, 
my body covered with perspiration, my 
hands clutching the bed-clothes, and in 
my heart the most awful, awful agony, 
for the waters of the falls had turned to 
human beings, and those thousands and 
thousands -without Christ were going 
over into eternity. I have had a real 
missionary heart from that night to this. 


What mission field interests you most? 
Why ?—First of all, decide whether really 
any one. interests the depths of your 
heart. Then, if you get a real mission- 
ary interest, God will lay some special 
field on your heart for your special gifts, 
and for your prayer, or else that you 
might go to that field. 


Why should foreign missions interest 
us?—We were all heathen once. They 
will take you in England, which, of 
course, is a Christian country, to an_ old 
worshiping spot of the druids. Yes, 
Great Britain was a missionary field one 
day. Paul did missionary work in 
Europe, the Greeks were heathen. The 
blessings that have come to you have 
come because of the Gospel news directly 
or indirectly. 


How can we increase interest in mis- 
sions ?—There must be missionary infor- 
mation before there is missionary inter- 
est. First, God must give you the infor- 
mation through revelation which you will 
find in his Word; then, information from 
the fields that will give you an under- 
standing of the realh 4 The Holy Spirit 
can then use this information for a real 
interest and sacrifice. You should plan 
to give out information also, either 
through missionary meetings or through 
individuals. 


Moony CHuRCH TABERNACLE, CHIGAGOr 
ye 


. College Work for World 
Prohibition 

O REACH the colleges and univer- 

sities of the world with a construc- 
tive educational program, and to train 
the students for leadership in the tem- 
perance and prohibition reforms, is the 
world program of the Intercollegiaté 
Prohibition Association. This’ Associa- 
tion began its work in 1901, and its work 
has been far-reaching. It built and main- 
tained the largest student civic move- 
ment in the world, and with its literature 
and addresses has appealed to audiences 
of three million hearers, It has trained 
125,000 students for active prohibition 
service. Daniel A. Poling, president of 
the National Temperance Council, says, 
“After having been closely associated 
with a number of temperance and gen- 
eral reform organizations, I am bound 
to say that the Intercollegiate Prohibi- 
tion Association is the strategic organ- 
ization of them all. 

In view of the passage of the Eight- 
eenth Amendment to the Federal Consti- 
tution of the United States, the Asso- 
ciation has changed to some extent the 
nature of its work among the universi- 
ties of America,.and in a leaflet, “An- 
nouncing the Response of the Intercol- 
legiate Prohibition Association to the 
World-wide Call,” it sets forth definitely 
its fivesyear program and. budget calling 
for a million dollar five-year fund. This 

amphlet may be had from the Intercol- 
egiate Prohibition Association at Room 
51, 289 Fourth Avenue, New York City. 
Literature from this source will be help- 
ful to teachers of Sunday-school classes 
for use with the temperance lesson for 
September 19, and with the various quar- 
terly temperance lessons from now on. 
The pamphlet referred to has an illumi- 
nating sketch of university conditions in 
the universities of -Europe, Asia, Aus- 
tralasia, Africa, and South America, and 
the Association considers these universi- 
ties the strategic places. from “which to 
begin the campaign for world prohibi- 
tion. 





























Lesson fer September 26 ‘s 
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THE RIGHT WAY TO 
ADVERTISE YOUR CHURCH 


and the Religion of Jesus Christ is to publish the 
“Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.’ 
Artistic posters 21 feet 9 inches by g feet 4 inches, 
with Scripture texts, $2.50 Ih. Posters with 
a different text each month. rite for miniatures. 
Posters now ready. Count the people passing 
your church who would read a poster. : 

Free Religious Feature Service for newspapers 
with space or church notices. The matrixes for 
this service will be furnished free to any news- 

per that will publish them every Saturday. 

ize 4*columns wide by twelve inches deep, Write 
for copy. Count the columns given to religious 
news in your daily paper for a week, and compare 
with politics, sports, finance, advertisements. 

Liberal contributions have made it possible to 
reduce the price of posters and offer newspaper 
service free. 


RELIGIOUS ADVERTISING ASSOCIATION 
Jj. B. Sprctman, Manager. Columbia, S, C. 











MESSAGE | 


for ‘‘ Times” readers will be found in picConkey's 
booklets **Give God a Chance’’ and‘‘ The 
God-Pianned Life’’ both of which will be mailed 
absolutely free to any one addressing Silver 
. Pub. Co., Bessemer Bldg, Pittsburgh, Pa. 











Central Holiness University 
University Park, Iowa. ‘ 
interdenominational Coeducational 
Regular courses in 
COLLEGE, THEOLOGY, ACADEMY, MUSIC AND ORATORY 
Spiritual atmosphere, well ouatane® faculty, 
healthy missionary spirit. Holds fast the old land- 
marks of Christian faith and experience. Expenses 
unusually low. Pall term begins Sept. 2ist. 
Write for catalogue to 
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REV. J. L. BRASHER, D. D.,President. 








Moody Bible Institute Monthly 


Rev. James M. Gray, D.D., Editor. 
For all who love, and teach and preach the Gospel. 
Monthly $2.00 per year; three months’ trial sub- 


scription, $0 cents. 
Moody Bible Institute Monthly 
150 Institute Place, - . ~ Chicago, Ill. 











Don’t Wear 


a Truss 


Brooks’ Appliance, the 
modern scientific invention, the 
wonderful new discovery that, 
relieves rupture, will be sent 
on trial. No obnoxious springs EZ 
or pads. MR. C. E. BROOKS 


Brooks’ Rupture Appliance 


Has automatic Air Cushions. Binds and 
draws the broken iperts together as you would 
a broken limb. No salves. No lies. Durable, 
cheap. Sent omtrial to prove if. Protected by 
U. S. patents, Catalog measure blanks 
mailed free. Send name and address today. 


Brooks Appliance Co., 258 A, State St, Marshall, Mich. 


Church Organs 


* Latest Approved Methods, Highest 
Grade Only. Established 1827, 


Main Office and Works *°"Mus°"™ 
Hook & Hastings Co. 


BRANCHES: 
Boston, New York, Phila., Chicago, Louisville, Dallas 





















































BRONZE, 1t.ets 


Free Book of Designs 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 








PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards, Collection Plates,etc 


Globe Furniture Company, 23,Ps"* Pisce: 
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Prayer Effective for Rallying 
(Continued from page 492) 
spiritual consecration, consecration of 

prernneeet, of teacher, of scholar. 

inally, we pray! Earnest, whole- 
hearted, unceasing prayer that believes 
in its own fulfilment comes before our 
God. Individually and collectively, we 
pray! Twice every month our pastor, 
superintendent, and some of the teathers 
meet with the sole purpose of an hour 
of prayer for our Sunday-school. And 
God is in that meeting. Every Sunday 
morning our superintendent is early at 
the house of God, alone with Him in 
supplication, Every day at the noon hour, 
wherever they may be, men and women 
pray ina mutual cause.—i4d member of the 
First M. P.- Church Sunday-school, 
Seattle, Wash. 





For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 











. 
Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 
ings on the International Uniform Sunday 
School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


Prayer for Seminaries 


HE Christian Observer of Louis- 

ville, Ky., one of the oldest and 
ablest Presbyterian papers in the United 
States, inspired recently by an ‘editorial 
in The Sunday School Times, made an 
earnest plea for prayer in behalf of the 
theological seminaries 6 land. Let 
us not forget these institutions at any 
time, but especially at present, now that 
they are re-opening for the fall and win- 
ter. “If the professors~and students of 
these schools of the prophets know that 
the prayers of the Church are daily as- 
cending to God in their behalf, it will be 
a marvelous stimulus to earnest work 
and sound teaching. A teacher who 
knows that the Church prays for him 
will be serious-minded, and wil] not easily 
lead the feet of his pupils into by-paths 
where error lies in wait, and where pit- 
falls yawn for the unwary.” 


> 





~September 20 to 26 


Mon.—Psalm 72. 
The King and the King of Kings. 
David’s ._prayer for Solomon, as re- 
corded in this Psalm, was only partially 
answered in’ Solomon, but the “exceed- 
ing abundant” answer is yet to. come, 
in the millennial reign of David’s Greater 
Son: Every true prayer is answered, 
eitHer as expected, or in a far larger 
way. Therefore: 
“Pray, though the gift you ask for ' 
May never comfort your fears, 
May never repay your pleading, 
Yet pray, and with hopeful tears. 
An. answer, not that you long for, 
But divine, will come one day; 
Your eyes are too dim to see it, 
Yet strive, and wait, and pray.” 
Tues.—1 Samuel 10 : 17-27. Saul Chosen King. 


In choosing Saul Israel chose, not the 
best (v. 19), but an infinitely inferior 
second best’ Whether we know it or 
not when we make a bad choice, the 
forces of evil know it (v. 27). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
teachers and students in all public schools 
and institutions, Praise God for the 
growing agitation for the restoration of 
the Bible to the day schools of our land. 


favor everywhere, 
Wed.—1 Samuel 15 : 10-23. 
Saul Humiliated and Rejected. 

Love “rejoiceth not in iniquity.” Saul’s 
failure “grieved Samuel.” He did not 
say, “I expected it,” and then run with 
a talebearer’s sweet morsel to whisper 
it to-others. “He cried unto the Lord 
all night.” 

Prayer Svuccestions: Pray for all 
Bible training and correspondence schools, 
all Bible distributing agencies, all move- 
ments for the promotion of orthodox 
Bible study. “Pray for the Bible House 
of Los Angeles, and for its splendid col- 
porteur work in Latin America. 

Thurs.—1 Samuel 16: 1-13. David Chosen. 


Saul’s “outward appearance” captivated 
the people (10:23, 24); David’s inward 


Pray that God’s Word may grow "| 





appearance captivated the Lord (16:7). 
hose was the better choice, Israel’s or 

Jehovah’s? “He always gives his best to 

those who leave the choice with him.” 


_ Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
young people who have left home or are 
leaving home for the first time to enter 
school or college. Pray that they may 
seek constant divine guidance as to the 
choice of every study, every course, every 
associate and every association, letting 
Him choose for them, 


Fri.—2 Samuel 5: 1-10. 
David Crowned and Conquering. 
David conquered before he was crown- 
ed; perhaps this is one reason why he 
continued conquering after he was 
crowned, But the principal reason was 
because “the Lord God of hosts was 
with him.” This too was the secret of 
his “greatness.” 


Prayer Succestions: Could you not} 


write a letter to some one to-day, as- 
suring them. of your prayers? Your pas- 
tor, or Sunday-school superintendent, or 
parents, or absent loved one, or to some 
college president or professor, or some 
misstonary, or some neglected soul of 
whom perchance no one else thinks? 

Sat—Psalm 51 : 1-13. Ravid’s Sin Forgiven. 

Beware that we do not say that be- 
cause David sinned and was forgiven, 
therefore we may sin and be forgiven. 
To presume upon God’s mercy is one of 
the most heinous and dangerous of all 
sins. “These things write I unto you, 
that ye sin not” (1 John 2:1). 

PRAISE AND PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Count 
your blessings of this week and praise 
God for them. For God himself, his W ord, 
salvation, health, friends, employment, 
supply of needs, answered prayer, food 
and clothes, home and loved ones physical 
senses, temporal and spiritual blessings. 
Sun.—1 Kings 10: 26 to 11: 6. 

Solomon’s Glory and Shame. 

“And,” “And,” “And,” “And,” “And,” 
“And” (vs. 24 to 29)— what a cumulative 
record of material splendor and glory! 
Ah, “Bur” (11:1). Man’s “buts. are 
often baselessly derogatory, but God’s 
derogatory “but” means: “Weighed in 
the balances, and found wanting!” 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for every 
Christian home in the world. “In many 
a family,” says the Christian Observer, 
“even where the altar is still burning, 
intercessory praycr is almost wholly for- 
gotten. And*yct how we need it!” How 
about your home? Pray for the Family 
Altar League of America (Marquette 
Bldg., Chicago). Pray! 


“Faith of 
Our Fathers”’ 


Invest in Annuity Bonds 
‘and your money will send 
the Scriptures all over the 
World. As high as¥8% 
- interest for you! Write 
for booklet L, American 
Bible Society, Astor Place, 
New York. 














PROBLEMS 


OF THE 


Christian College Student 


By J. A. Morris Kiuner, M.A. 

What College? 

Frat, Club, or Society ? 

What About Dramatics ? 

Where’s the Line on Amusements? 
Just the thing for parent, pastor, or 
Sunday-school teacher to give to the 
young man or woman starting out 
for college. 

In attractive booklet form 
25c, postpaid. 


THE Sunpay ScHuoo. Times CompaANy 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 











| $2.00 


_ 


499 


THE HYMNS You LOVE 


WITH THEIR ORIGINAL WORDS AND MUSIC 


ic NOW READY 


aA NEW VOLUM 
Selected 
Gospel Hymns 
Selections from 
ay at HYMNS 
OSPEL 
OA evans 
CONDENSED EDITION 
Compact, and Convenient 


ith Gospel Hymns 
Nes 1 to 6 if desired, 


although complete in itself. 


The Ward's Best in 
Gospel Song. 


Si Copy - 60c. postpaid 

Full Cloth mk named "- ‘$50 ber 800 
Orders for less than 20 copies sent 
copy rate. Transportation extra on q 


THE BIGLOW & MAIN COMPANY 
156 FIFTH AVENUE DESK 6 NEW YORK 


START RIGHT, OCTOBER 


Individual ‘copy ot ‘* Sunday School edition of 
hew,’’ 7 cents; ten copies for 60 cts. Address; 


a 
RECORD OF CHRISTIAN WORK, East Northfield, Mass. 


“A ‘One Book Library’ for 
Sund&y-School Workers ”” 


How to Conduct 
a Sunday-School 
By MARION LAWRANCE 


Secretary of the International Sunday 
School Association. 


tpaid at the single 

















Rewritten and Revised. New edition. 
Thoroughly up-to-date. 


‘* He is a wise worker who will ada#é as 
well as adopt what he reads. These 
pages are filled with details, specific 
and practical, for which a host of 
workers have longed and prayed. 
The book gives the cream of life-long 
experience and observation, It will 
become a text-book for instruction 
and reference in many a Sunday- 
school, institute, assembly, college 
andseminary. In its concrete details 
lies its unique and practical service. 
Every superintendent, teacher, pas- 
tor, officer should own it.” 


$1.50 postpaid 


Forsale by The Sunday School Times Company 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 


Dye Sanday School Gines 


Philadelphia, September 11, 1920 


Subscription Rates 


(NOTE THE NEW RATES) 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 


postage. 

$1 50 Five or more copies, either to 
* separate addresses or if a 

package, to one address, $1.50 each, per 

year. 








One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, 
per copy. One copy, five years, $8. 

The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 





1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


tity orders. — 
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How One Evening’s Study Led | 
to a $30,000 Job © > 


: A Simple Method of Mind Training that Any One Can Follow with Results 
, from the First Day ? | 


fi By a Man who Made Formerly No More than a Decent Living 


> 







































HOPE you won’t think I’m conceited or ego- that ought to be done. I had recognized it as a a fascinating game. I discovered that the art of 
tistical in tryfng to tell others how I suddenly. fault, but never thought of it as a definite barrier on: mete | had been reduced by Mr. Roth to the 
changed from a comparative failure to what my to business success, started in at once to-make , simplest method imaginable — it required almost noth. 
friends term a phenomenal success. my memory efficient, taking up a memory training ing but to read the lessons! Every one of those seven 
In reality I do not take the-eredit to myself at all. course which claimed to impfove a man’s memory simple lessons gave me new powers of memory, and 
It was so simple that I believe any man can accom- in one evening. What you call my good fortune to- I enjoyed the course so much that I look- back on it 
plish practically the same thing if he learns the secret, day I attribute solely to my eam gem a ‘leaky pail’ now as a distinct pleasure. 
which he can do in a single evening. In fact I know for a mind that retains the things [ want to remem- The rest of my story is not ‘an tsnusual one among 
others who have done much better than I by follow- _ ber.” American business men who have realized the value 


ing the same method. cal . of'a reliable trained memory. My income to-day is 
t all camé about in a rather odd manner, 1 had Powers’ story set me thinking. What kind of a close to $30,000. It will reach that figure at the be- 

been worrying along in about the same way as the memory did I have? It was much the same as that ginning of our next fiscal year. And two years ago 
« average ma@fi, thinking th/teI was doing my bit for of other people, I supposed. I had never worried I scarcely made what I now think of as a decent liv- 


the family by providing them with three square meals about my memory one way or another, but it had ing. 
a day, when, an old chum of mine, Frank Powers, always seemed to me that I remembered important _4 my progress L have found my improved mem- 
whom I had always thought was about the same kind _ things pretty well. Certainly it mever occurred to ory to be priceless. Every experience, every business 
of a chap as I, suddenly blossomed out with every me that it was possible or even desirablé to improve decision, every important name and face is easily and 


evidence ef great prosperity. it, as I assumed that a good memory was a sort definitely recorded in my mind, and each remembered 
He moved into a fine new house, bought a good of natural gift. Like most of us, when I wanted to experience was of immense value in my rapid stride 
car, and bégan living in the style of a man of ample | remember something particularly I wrote it down on from one post to another. Of course I can never be ) be 


means. Naturally the first thing I did when Inoticed| a memorandum pa or in a pocket notebook. Even thankful enough that I mended that “leaky pail” and 
these things for he said nothing to me about his _ then I would. sometimes forget to look at my re- discovered the enormous possibilities of a really good 
sudden good fortune—was to congratulate him and minder. I had: been embarrassed —as who has not memory. 


ask him what had brought the evident changes in been?—by being obliged to ask some man whom I 
his ace 1 om . ‘ aa ‘ins had Sapp nd get whi lg name was, neue rey SEND NO MONEY 
‘ “Bill,” he said, “it’s all come so quickly I can hardly roping through my mind for it, so as to be able to In order ee nation-wi istribution for 
account: for it ayrett. But the thing that has made. : fim to others, And I*had had my name = por), ‘Soneck Cie in. a aeaie pong a. 
such difference. in my» life began with an article 1 requested apologetically for the same purpose, so that jishers have put the price “at only” five dollars, a 
read a short time ago about training the mind, — I knew I was not different from most men in that ble 6 lower figure than any course of its kind has éver 
“It compared the average person’s mind to a leaky I began to observe myself more closely in my daily been sold before: 
pail, losing its contents as work. The frequency with which I had to refer to So .confident is the Independent Corporation, the 





it went along, which if records or business papers concérning things that at publishers of the Roth Memory Coufse, that once 
carried any distance.would some previous time had come under my particular you have an opportunity to see in your own home 
arrive at its destination notice, amazed me. The men around me who were how easy it is to double, yes, triple the powers of 
practically empty. doing about the same work as myself were not dif- your memory, and how easily you can acquire the 
“And it showed that in- ferent from me in this regard. And this thought gave secret of a good memory in one evening, that they 
stead of making the pail new significance to the fact that I had been perform- are willing to send the Course on free examination. 
leak-proof most of uskept _ing practically the same subordinate duties at exactly Don’t send any money. Merely mail the coupon 
filling it up and then los- _ the same salary for some three years. I couldn’t dodge or write a letter and the complete course will be 
ing all we put into it be- the fact that my_mind, as well as most other people’s, sent, all charges prepaid, at once. Ifyou are not 
fore we ever reached the literally limped along on crutches, because it could entirely satisfied send it back any time within five days 
place where the contents not retain names, faces, facts, and figures. Could I after you receive it, and you will owe nothing. 
would be of real use. | expect to progress if even a small proportion of the On the othér hand, if you are as pleased as are the 
“The leak in the pail, important things I learned from day to day slipped thousands of other men and women who have used 
the writer demonstrated, away from me? The only value of most of my the course, send only $5 in full payment. You take 





DAVID M. ROTH ~ was . forgetfulness. _He hard-won experience was, being canceled — obliterated no risk and you have everything to gain, so mail the } 
, When Mr. Roth first deter- | Showed that when memory —by my constantly forgetting things that my expe- coupon now before this remarkable offer is with- 
ae mined to exchange his leaky | fails, experience, the thing rience had taught me. dene 
mind for one that would re- | we all value most highly, The whole thing hit me pretty hard. I began to : s. 
bl it was because he found hie {| is worthless. He proved think about the subject from all angles as it affected . Independent Corporation 
x, nmery te vara rests y tO me that a man fs only our business. I realized that probably hundreds of Dept.R-669, - - - -319 Sixth Ave., New York 
i Cae eye ne | as good as his memory, sales had been lost because the salesman forgot some F 

. bera man’sname soseconds. | and whatever progress a selling point that would have closed the order. Many (FREE EXAMINATION COUPON) 


He forgot so many things | man accomplishes can be of our men whom I had heard try to present a neW ¢eeeeee eee eee 





















y c vi . . . e . . 
4 could never succeed until be _ directly to ae powers idea ~ plan mor failed to a over ~— _——. or Ind t ati 
Orne tO remem. " of retaining in his min to make a good impression because they ha en 
- _ | | SashSple'in' che United | the right things—the unable to remember just what they wanted to say. Dept.R-669, - - = 319 Sixth Ave., New ba 
States whom Mr. Roth has} things that are going to Many decisions involving thousands of dollars had You may send me the Course oc Courses checked be ow. 
We met at different times —mestil. be useful to him as he been made unwisely because the man _ responsible pid ge five re gs are Ldn haters ee nane em or 
4 can instantly same en sight. | goes along. didn’t remember all the facts bearing on the situation  S¢"4 you $5 for each in full payment, P bee 
4 yz. Roth can and has “Farther on in the arti- and thus used poor judgment. I know now that oO Roth Memory Course [7] Supls Sal 6am anakip 
; ners and lectures asked | Cle I read that the power there isn’t a day but that the average business man ($5). By David M. ($5). By Arthur New- 
ov B » fifty or sixty men he has| of the mind is only the forgets to do from one to a dozen things that would Roth. comb. : 
> 1 Him o mever met to tell him, their | sum total of what we re- have increased his profit. There are no greater [[] Drawing, Art, Cartoon- [-] Practical Courseiin Per- 
7 raw) m phone’ numbers, and then member —that is, if we words in the English language descriptive of busi- ing Ps ed ($5). By somal BGciony , (95)- : 
(2 C3 a after turning his back while | read a book and remem- ness inefficiency than the two little words “I forgot.” Charles Lederer. yEdwa Se 
“gAoe picked each one out by} ber nothing that was in I had.reached my decision. On the recommenda- [] HowtoReadCharacter [7] asaya " - oe 
,& oOo name, told him his tele-{ it, we have not added one _ tion of Powers I got in touch at once with the Inde- on Sight = a Dr. ag 4 \ sete 
;@ ae Phone _pumber and business | particle to our experience; pendent Corporation which shortly before had pub- K. M. H. Blackford. y ed . 
* #0o 0 a few of the scores of equally | if we make a mistake and ~- lished the David M. Roth Method of Memory Train- OO Mastery of Speech ($5). Cc] gs B anecness 
Bm oo sfa,+> po ge 8 that forget about it, we are apt ing. And then came the surprise of my life. In the By Frederick Houk ‘3 }. y Alexande 
ee SO few years ago he couldn't | to make the same mistake very first lesson of the course I found the key to a Law. pangetaiea dt 
Ps ~~ oO ew years ago he couldnt ( S S y _ un l . 
i oe remember a man’s name again, sO our experience ood memory. Within thirty minutes after I had 
- Om twenty seconds. Why go : 4 . 
ih around with a mind like a did not help us. And so opened the book the secret that I had been in need of 
s leaky pail when, as M1 on, in everything we do.. all my life was mine, Mr. Roth had boiled down — Ngmesscoccssseocssscessovsesssseesesssvveveesesensteen eensgannnee 
pa ha i have! Our judgment is absolute- the principles perfecting the memory so that the 
} ly dependent on our expe- method can almost be grasped at a glance. And the 
rience, and our experience farther you follow the method the more accurate and 
is only as great as our power to remember. reliable your memory becomes. Within an hour I So aa noe seeonantentacecendeshetrebuianles aes vae 


“Well, I was convinced. My mind was a ‘leaky found that I could easily memorize a list of 100 words 
pail.’ I had never been able to remember a man’s and call them off backward and forward without 
name thirty seconds after I'd been introduced to him, a mistake. I was thunderstruck with the ease of it 
and, as you know, I was always forgetting things all. Instead of study the whole thing seemed like — -.----ssccceccrerecesrereeereneeeseneeeeeererensses Sun. Sch. Times, 9-11-20 








